THREE. 


Sermons made by 
Maiſter Henry Smith. 


1, The Benefit of Contentation. 
2. The Af initie of the faitbfull, 
z. TheloFt Sheepe is found. 
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Printed by Iames Roberts for Nicholas Ling, 


and are « be ſold at his ſhoppe, atthe V Veſt 
doore of Paules. 1599. 
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' TheBenefit of (ontentation, 


t. Timoth. 6. 6. 
& Godbneſſe is great Gaine, if 4 man be content with 
that hee hath. 


Ecauſe when we preach, 


we knowe not whether wee [hall 
preach againe,my care isto chuſe 
fit and proper texts, to ſpeake 
that which I would ſpeake , and 
that which is neceſſary for you 
\|{to heare'. Therefore thinking 
1] with myſelf what doftrine were 
— = fatteſt for you, I ſought for a 
Text which ſpeakes againſt couetouſnes, which I may call, 
the Londoners finne. Although God hath giuen you more 
then other, which ſhould turne couetouſnes into thankful- 
peſle, yetas the Inic grovveth vvith the Oake, ſo coue- 
touſneſſe hath growne with riches :| euery man wiſheth the 
Philoſophers ſtone, & who 1s within theſe walls that thinks 
he hath enough, though there bee ſo many that haue too 
much 2? As the Iſraelites murmured as much when they had 
Hanna, as when they were withoutit, ſo they which hane 
riches, couct as much as they which are without them: that 
conferring your mindes and your: wealth together, I may 
truly fay, chis Cittie is rich, if It were not couetous. This is 
the deuill which bewitcheth you, co. think that you haue not 


enough, when you haue more then you neede. If youcan- 
,not'chuſe but couet riches, I will ſhew you riches which'you 


may couet. CGoatimeſſe t great riches. In which words;as Iacob 


craued of his wites and his ſeruants to giue him their Idols, 


A y. that 


Exod. 16,2. 
Num. 11,4, 


Gene,z5,4 


9 
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The Binefit of p 0 retation 


that he might bury them, ſo Pawel craueth' your couetoul- 
neſle, that he rr buryit : anc { thar ye might be noloſers, | 
he off:reth you the vantage, in ſteed of gaine| he propoſeth | 
great gaine. Goalimes is great gaire|: as if he ſhould ſay, Will 
You couet little gaine before great 21 you haye foils little 
10y in money, you ſhall finde great toy in the holy Ghoſt : 

you haue und Ictle peace 1n th world,you 0} all find oreat 
peace in.conſcience. Thus ſeeing] the worlde |ftriue for the | 


world, hke begge rs thruſting at a dole, Law EI law- 


O O | 

yer, brother againſt b rother, net: blſout : again] neo hbour | 

2 SMS far the 20 den Apple \thatpoot Nabeth cannot holde his 
O22 owne, becaule {o many efchabs hre, ficke of ] his y ineyard: 
when hee had found the diſeaſe, bke a Skilfull lyfitian, hee | 
gocth about-to picke outthe oreedie Worme which maketh 
men ſo hungry, and ſetteth ſuch a glafſt e before them, that 

wil makea ſhilling leeme as great|as a pound;a cottage ſeem 

as-faire asa Pallace, and a plough frame as godly asa Dia- 

dem, that he which hath but twenty! ounds,ſhal be as mer- 

'% rieashe which hath an hundred, & he which hath an hun- 

A dred, ſhall be as 10cund as he which | hath a thouſand, and he 
vvhich hath a thouſand, ſhall be ag well contented, as hee 

Dan, 1,72. which hatha:million : even as Da viel did. thrive with vvater 
and pulle, as well as the reſt did'w thitheir Wm and junc- 

kets. Thisis the vertue and operation of theſe words: if yon 

heare them with the ſame ſpirit that Paxle vv rote them they 


will ſo workevpon your harts, that you {hall Sl c away eue- 


| ne man contented with that which hee hath, e Zachent, | 
Loke, 14.8 which before hee had ſeene C brift], knewe bing but to | 
_ *. ©”? ſcrape, butas ſoone ashe had -hea rd Criſt, all His mind was 1 


ſetvpon giuing : this was not tnetyſt} day: that|Zachers ſee- 

med rich to others , but this was t L fir{t day jo Zachens 

ſcemed rich ynto himſelfe, when riches ſcemed unge, and 

godlines ſcemed riches. Chriſt dotfynor wall x Wk: to gue 

| Mars, 21, all thar zoods away to the poorea he bade the young man 
to ſee what he would do, but he which forbade hor tokeep 
his riches,forbiddeth vs to loue rich es, which makes ourT1- 


_ches{ceme pouerty, Whe ye contqunic Foo ſhal ſceme 


rich, 
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| The Benefit of { ontentation. 
rich, becauſe no man hath enough, but he which is conten- 
ted : but if ye.couet;and erone;atd thirſt : as /acob gaue Ri 
benableſng but aid, than ſhalt not be excellent, fo God may 
eiveyouriches bur he ſaith, yaPall not be ſaticfied. For yee 
will be conctous vntillyebereligious. He that will haue c6- 
tentation, muſt leane his couetouſnes in pawne forit. 1 his 
1s the {pirit which we would caſt out, if ye will leane but this 
one fin behind, you ſhall depart out of the Chuch hke NVaa- 
Man out of lord, as if you had beene waſhed, | andaltyour 
ſinnes ſ;vept avvay,like the ſcales from Paxles eyes. Forwhat 
hach brought Vhury;and fimony;and bribery,and cruelty, 
ſubtilty,and enuy;and ftrife, and deccitinto this cittie, and 
made cuery houſe & Inne, & cuery ſhop a market of othes 
and hes, and fraude, but the ſuperfluous loue of money ? 
Name couetouſhes, and thou haſt named the mother of all 
theſe nuſchiefes: other ſinnes are butihirclings ynto this frm, 
Vkury,and briberie;and ſimonie;andeextortion,and deceite, 
and hes,and othes, are faftors crocouctouſnes, andſcrue for 
Porters to fetch and bring; her:Inymgan. As the recemuer 
makes a thiefe, ſo conetouſnes' makes an 'Vſurer and extor- 
ner & decemer, hecauſe ſhe recetueth the bootie whictvthey 
ſteale. Euen as Rachel cried to herhusband; Ginenze chil ten 
orets | die, {fo couetouſneſſe cryethwninto Viury;andbribery, 
and ftmony, and crueltie, and deceit, andlies; Gre #re tithes 
or els I the : howe they mayſiuc alittle, andhowe they-may 
get much, and howe they may prolong hfe, 15 euerie rhans 
dreamefrom funne tofunne,fo long as: they hane a knee to 
bow vnto Baul:{o many vices budjoutof this one;/ that it is 
calle d; The roote of. all ext, as af Wee woulde ſay q the {pawne 
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© ,Kin, $ 3 14, 
Acts,9,18, 


Rom,1r, 


1,T1m,6,10 ' 


&fall finnes. \ Fake avvay-couctouſnefle, and hewillol his 


vvares as cheapeias hee: hee will bring- vp: hischildren as 


vertuouflic as hee: hee vvill refuſe bribes as-earneſtlie 


as he: he wilt fuccour thepoore as hartily.as he: he wil come 
tothe churchas lightlie as hee. If yee-could feele the pulſe 
of euery hart,vvhat makes Gehezz take:the/ bribe which £: 
k/haretafed?: What makes Demetrius toſpeake for !mages, 
which Pauls condemned ? What: makes Naball deny David 
4x A 2 that 
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1,Kin,s, 17, 
Acts, 1 9,14« 
1.Sa.5,10, 

Mat, 16,9, : 


= 
: 
Ss 
"5 
_ 1 
v 2 
| 
1} 
: 
- 
. | 
| ; 
Ll G 
= 
Oo * 
*& * 
/ 
, / 
P : 
3 
— 
4 
+ 


— 


= 
Fxod,s,6, 
bi 
| 
: 
' 
| 
F 
PL 
z,Re&,7,t, 
bt 
Frou, $,1As 


= \1'1 
i. M0 1H 


The Benefit of [ontentation. 


that which e Lb:gaile gauc him? What makes Indas erudge | 
the oyle vvhich Marie tendered ? Nothing but Couctouf:. | 


nellc. When thou ſhouldeſt|give, ſhee ſaith itis roo much : 
when thou ſhouldeſt ——_ 


ſerue God. vg 1p 
Thus euery labour hath ah end, but couetouſneſſe hath 
none, hike a ſuter in lawe, whichthinkes to|hauc an end this 
terme; and that terme, and the| Kawyer which ſhould pro- 
cure his peace, prolongeth his ſtpite, «> ry bath an ac- 
ton to his purſe,as hisaduerſary bath-to his|and;ſo he which 
is ſet on coueting,doth drink brige, which makes him thirſt 
more,and ſeeth no hauen.tll he are at death, when he hath 
lied,he is ready fo lieagaine: [When hee hath ſworne, heeis 
ready to {weare againe: when hethath decetued : he is ready 
to decciue againe : when the dayiis paſt, hee would it vvere 
e&rme1s ended, hee wiſheth it 


to beginne againe : when the ter: ed 
Nh his houſe bee full and his 


were to'come againe; and thoue 


ſhopfull;and his coffers full,ahd his purſe Full, yet his hart 


15notfull,butlanke and empt} : like the diſeaſe which vyvee 
callthe Wolfe, that is alvvayes eating, & yet keepesthe bo- 
dic leane: The Ant doth cate ghieffoode which ſhee finderh, 
the Lyon doth refreſh himſelfe with the pray that he taketh: 
but the couetous man lyeth by his money ag a fick man ſits 
by his meate, and hath no power totake it, but to looke vp- 
pon:t, like the Prince to whom)3//a ſaid, that he ſhonld ſee 


£ 


the Corne with his eyes, but none oulde come within his month. 


Thus the couctous man makes a foole of hirwſelfe, He coue- 


teth to couet : he gathereth to gather: he laboreth to labor + 
hee careth to care: as though his office were to fill a coffer 
full of angels, and:then to die like an Aſt which carrieth 
creaſures.om his backe all day, apd at night they are takenfrs 
him,which did hin»no good butlobade him tim; How hap. 
pie were ſome if they knew not gold from|lead:?:Jftho ja 


# OOE 


wiſe, 


{hee ſaith it is too littley when 
thou ſhouldeſt remit, thee ſayth'it is too great : when thou 
ſhouldelt repent, the faith it 1s too ſoone; when thou ſhoul- 
delt heare, the fayth it 1s too farre, hke Phayas, which found 
one bulines or other to occupic the lewes when they ſhould | 


EE The Benefit of Contentation. 

wiſe, (fayth Salomon) thou ſhalt be wiſe for thy ſelfe. But hee 
which is couetous, is couetous againſt himſclfe: For what a 
plague is this (ynleſſe one would kill himſ lic) fora man to 
ſpende all his life in carking, and pining and ſcraping (as 
though he ſhould doe nothing but gather m this world, to 
ſpendin the next) vnleſlc he be ſure that he ſhould come a- 
gaine When he 1s dead, to cate thoſe ſcraps which hee hath 
gotten with all this ſtirre ? Therefore couetouſnes may well 
be called »zi{erie,and the couetous merable, tor they arc mi- 
ferable indeede. 

Ofthem which ſeeme to be wile, there be no ſuch fooles 
in theworld , as they which loue money better then them - 
ſclues, but this is the1dgement of God,that they which de- 


go 


ceiue others, deceiue themſelues, and lue like Came which Gene, 4, 14, 


was a yagabond, vpon his owne land, ſo they are beggersin 
the mid(t of their wealth, for though they haue vnderſtan- 
ding to know riches, and a minde tofeeke them, and wit to 
hnde them, andpolicie to _ them, and life to poſſefle 
them, yet they haue ſuch a falfe fight and bleere eye , that 
when theyr riches lie before them; they ſeeme pouerty, and 
he which hath not halfe ſo much, feemeth richer then they: 
Will you knqw how this comes to paſſe 2 To ſhew thatthe 
couetous menbelongto hell, they are all like hell while they 
hue. Hell is never filled, and they are- neuer ſatisfied, but as 
the Horſe-leach cryeth, give, gize, ſo their harts cry}, bring, 
bring, and though the tempter ſhould ſay to him as heſayde 
to Chriſt; «L/ theſe I wil gre thee, yet all will not content 
them,no more|then heauen contented him. But as the glut- 
ton inhell defired a drop of water, & yet a river would not 
fatisfie him, for ifa drop had beene granted him, hee would 
haue deſired a drop more,and a drop to that fo they wil lie 
and {weare, &\decciue for a drop of riches. The dew! neede 
not offer themall.as he did to-Chriſt; for they will-ſeruchim 
forleſle,but ifhe could giue the all,all wold not content the, 
no more then the world contented elexarnder. For it is a« 


Prou, 20,14 
Math, 4-9. 
Iudez6, 


Luk;10, 14, 


gainft/the name & nature of couctouſnes to be content, asit 
is againſt the name and nature of Contentationto be couc-. 
fOus. 
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The Benefit of 


tous: Therefore oneſaith,thatno mans hart is like the coue- 


Gene,5,1s 


1,Pet,s,S, 


trous mans hart, for his harths without a bottom. 

A prentiſe isbounde but|for nine yeerts and:then hee Is 
free: but tf the conetous might line longer then CMerhuſber 
lah, Vet they would neuecr bj free-men, but prentiſes to the 
world, while they haue a topte out of the(graue. 


\ 
o 
on 


It is a wonder to ſee: as the denwill compallethabout, ſce- 
king whom hee inay devour, ſo men campaſle about, ſee+ 
king what they may deuout; ſuch loue is þetweene men and 
money, that they which prgfefle good will vntoit with their 
harts, will nottakeſs muchypaines for their life, as they take 
for gaine. Thereforg no menuaileif they have no leyſure to 
ſancifhe them-ſelues , vvhuch,have mno{leyſure to refreſh 
them-ſelues. Chriſt knevywhat hee ſpake vvhen hee ſaid : 


16, 24, Noman canſerune two HAmittre y (meaning,G O D-and the 


'Tude,s, 


1,Joh, 2,15, 


Ephel.5.5. 


world) becauſe each would hayeall” As the Angcll and the 
deuilltrouefor the bady of doſes, not who ſhould haue a 
part, but who ſhould haue _— {othey-flrivefill for 
ourtoules who ſhall haue all: [Therefore the 'Apoſtc fayth, 
T be lone of thts-world 1s envutie to-Ged. Sigmilying fnrch cmu- 
lation betweene theſe two,that God:cannpt abidethe world 
ſhould haue a part, and theyorlde «aunat abide that God 
Nhould hauea part. Therefqre theloue of the worlde. muſt 
needes bec'enmitie-to God, and therefire the lowers of. the 
world muſt needes be enemies to God:\apd ſo.no cortetous 
man is Gods ſeruant,but Gqds enemy. For this caufe.coue- 
touſhes is called /dolatry,whichis the moſt contrary ſinne to 
God, becauſe as treaſon ſetteth vp another kmngin the Kings | 
place, fo Idolatryſetteth vp another God in Gods place. 

This world doth fignifiethatithe couetqus makeſo much} 
of money, that they cuen wprihip itn thirbarts & would 
doe as much for it, as the Idglaters doe fox theyr Idols. Paul 
ſeeing ſuch fins committed, |&fuch, paines. taken for gaine, | 
thought with himſelfe,it they could be petſwaded that Gea- . 
lines ts gazme, ut is like that the wouldtakeasrmuch paines for | 
godlineſle as they take, for|gaine. . Thexcfore thee taketh 


ypon him to prooue thys ſtrange Paradox, that godlinſle. 


| | The Benefit of Contentation, 
is gaine againſt all themin the verſe before, which hold that 
gaine is godlines . . Theſe 'two opinions are very-contrary, 
and heereare many againſt one. A man would thinke that _ 
Paul ſhould be very eloquent and ſharpe witted , andthat , p,,.,, 
he had needeto vſe ſome Logick, for he hath choſen a hard x7. 
eext. | What Pal, will you proue that odlnes ts game ? You © 
ſhal haue mo opponents againſt you,thE 2ichaiab had whe 
he forbad Achab to fight. It you had taken the former verſe, 
which faith that Gaine # godlines, then you ſhould hauc had ag, x. 
matter and examples enow :. the Merchant and Mercer, 
and Lawyer,and Landlord,and Patron, andall would come Acts 26, 24 
in and ſpeakefor gaine, as the Epheltans cryed for Diara: 
but if you will be croſle to all and preach Godlmes :5 gaine to 
them which count gaine godlines, men will thinke.of you Mat.19, 11. 
as Feit did, that you ſpeake you know not what.” Theſe 
leſſons are for Paxlhimfelfe, as Chriſt faith, e-44doe not re- 1 ke. 12,18 
ceiue this word, 1o all doo not count this gaine but lofle :we 
count him rich which hath his Barnes full like the churle, Luke,r6,14 
his coffers full like the glutton, his table full like Belafar, his Daniel,s,r. 
ſtable full like Salomon, his grounds tull like 796, his purſe I,Reg,4,26 
full like Cra/us. Y ouſpeake againi{t your maiſter,for Chriſt - ; 
ſent word vnto Johy, that the poore receiue the Goſpel], as 
though the godly were of the poorer ſort,and Dawdcalleth 
the wicked rich, hey proſper and flouriſh, ſaith he, their ſeede Plal.7 22 
blaſteth not, their kow caſteth not : as if he ſhould ſay, it is x2. = 
not as you take it Paz/, that godlines doth make menrich. 
For this I haue obſerned in my time, that the wicked be the 
wealthieſt, and good Lazarm is the poore man,and wicked Luk,16, 19, 
Dues 1s the rich man. Againe, wee reade that the officers _ *© 
were/asked, which of the Pharifies or of the Rulers did fo1- loh.7,48, 
low Chriſt, yet theſe were counted rich men, though they 
had no godlines 3 and if you ſhould examine your ſelfe, it 
ſeemes you were no rich man, for all your godlines, when _ 
you did worke with hands for your lyuing therfore if g0d- 1>Theh:, 9. 
lines be ſuch gaine, how happineth it that your ſhareis no | 
better ? ſo they which are like Vicodemns (when Chriſt faith 
that they mult be borne againe) thinke that he can haue no 193-4 


B. other 


Luk,7,2 2. 
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Mar, 19: wiſedome 4s inflified of her ow 


- Luke, 1,51. 
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The Benefi py (ontentation. | 

other meaning , but that they-muſt retyrne into their mo. 

Iohn,s, thers wombe; and when he calls him ſelfe bread, that hee 
muſt needes meane ſuch bread as th ey dine with As the 

Jews hearing the Prophets|ſpeake ſo od of Chriſtes king- 

dome and call him a King, looked for a temporall King that 

ſhould bring them peace,andjoy,and elory,and make them 

Mat.zo, zo, ike Kings themſclues; ſo he carnal eares when they heare 
of a kingdome, and treaſures, and riches, {traite their mmnids 

runne vpon carthly, and otldly, and |tranſitory-thinges, 

ſuch as they loue, rowho Paul aunſweteth as Chriſt aun- 


"298 , ' fiwered his Diſciples, / h4 t another meatt which you know not 


g7 i. game. 


He will not onely prooye G odlines tbe gaine, but great! 
gaine: a8if hee ſhould ſay , mare gainefull then your wares, 
and rents, andfines, andintereſt: As though he would make 

and Draper, and. 

Pan Ras Landlord;and all the men oft riches belecue that 

godlines will make themrich fooner than couctouſnes.. T 

Aba,r,s, tearethisfaying may beren wed, If aman tell you ye will not 
| beleene it;e+c. As the Lord 1d biled downewvpon earth, ro ſee 

Plal.14:2, ' Fanydid regard him , and|fayeth, T here not one, ſothis 
& 43,2» fentence may 'goe from co t to citty, from citty to coun- | 
try, andſiy thereis ſcarce ohe in atowne that will ſubſcribe. 
Plal.4,6. wntoit, Many (faith Dama) abe who will [/ſhew v5 any good + 


the Lawyer, and Merchant, and Mercer; 


meaning riches,& "ny pleaſure, which are not go0d. | | 
 Butwhen he came to goodnes it ſelte , helleaues out Many, 


and'prayeth in his owne perſon, Lord life thou wp the light of 

thy comntenance vpon 05,as1t none would ioyne with him.Yee | 
© children, and the godly count | 
Godlines gaine. To makevs low egodlines, he calleth it by the | 
name of that we loue moſt; |that is, Game;. As the Father | 
calleth hisſonne which he wquld loue more than the reſt by | 
his owne name;to-puthim in mind of ſuch aloue as he bea- | 


reth tohimfelfe; Heerewe mh (bs that Gad doth not com- 
maund men to be godly only, 


of : ſo there are other riches mhich you know ot of, Ifſaide not 
Kh godlines is earthly, or pfldly, or tranſitory cane, but 


ecauſcit m4 es for his elory;. ». 
| but: | 
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T he Benefit of Contentation. n 
but becauſe godlines is profitable to vs. For godlines is not 
called Gaine 1n reſpe&t of GOD, butin reſpe&t of vs, 1t 1s Prouer. 3,8. 
gaine to vs, but it 1s duty tohim . Soit is not calleda health 
in reſpect of vs, becaulc it is the health of our ſoules: ſo itis 
not called a k4zodome in reſpett of God, butin reſpett of vs, | 
from the reprobates . Put all the good things inthe world ? " 
together , and the goodnes of all is found in godlinesz and 
therefore godlines 1s called bythe names of thoſe thinges 
that men count belt , toſhew that the godly are as well, as 
merty, as content with theyr loue toward God, and Gods 
loue toward them, as other are with health and wealth, and 
pleaſures. Therefore it is ſayde of the godly. he feare of the xg, ,. . 5 
Lordi his treaſure . Therefore (faith leremy) T he Lords Lam,z,24. 
my portion, as though he delired nothing elſe; and therefore 
itis fayde of CAofes, T hat he eSfcemed the rebuke of. ChrifF Heb.1 1, 26, 


greater riches than all the treaſures of Eg Wt - If croſles beri- - 


ches, as (Moſes thought, what riches are in godlines2 Butis 

this all the haruelt ? ball godlines be all the godly mans ris 

ches? Nay (faith Pau!) Godlines bath the pronuſes of thes life, , T;,, g. 
end of the life to come, that s, the godly ſhall doo well in hea» 
uen and heere too. And theretgre Chriſt ſayth , Fir# ſeeke 14as.s,s 5 
the kindgome af God,and all the reSt ſhall be cat vpon you; euen 

as the ſheaues fell before Rab , ſo riches ſhall fall in your Ruth,z, r6. 
way 3asthey did to e Abraham, and Lor, and /acob, and lob, 

and lo/eph,riches were caſt to them they knew not howz but 

as if God had aid, Be rich, and they-were rich ſtrait. For all 

good things were created for the good, and therefore they 
are called Good. Becauſe the good God created them for 
"a men to good purpoſe theretoreas 1acob gotthe bleſ- Gen-27,8. 
ing ſo he gotthe inheritance alſo; to ſhew that as the faith- 

full haue the inward bleſling; ſo they haue the outward ble. 

fing too,whe they are good for them. For(ſaith Dawid)T hey pg. 34,10 
which ſecke the Lord ſhall want nothing that ts good, Now God | 
knoweth better than wee what is good for vs : asthe nurſe 
knoweth better than the child when the milk isready for it. - 
Therefore Chriſt fayeth, Tour heavenly Father kyoweth what Mat.6,11. 
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CE The Benefy of (ontentation. 
yu haxe need of : hee ſaith not , that we know what wee haue 
#£ neede of but that our Fatherknaweth : asif\he ſhould ſay,when 
2: me you haue neede of health; your Father will ſend you health: 
'} when you haue neede of riches, your Father will ſende you 
riches : when you haue neede of hbeity ,-your Father will 
2 V ſend you hberty : for he ſaith not only, thar his Father knows 
"8 Math.7, 11. oth what we haue neede of, \but that hee will gine vs the thinges 

4 which we neede. 'Theretore,aschildren take no care for theit 

1 "=y apparell, what cloathes they thall won ri for their vitu+ 
als, whatmeate they ſhall eate, butTeaue- this care for theyr 

Maths, 31. Father, ſo faith Chriſt, Take you nb'chire;for my Father careth 

\ 3410, Fop pom. 5 al 
#2305: He was not content toall G2d/mes gaire , but he calleth 

it great game, as if he would ſay Gaine,and more then Gaine ; 

riches,and better then riches: akingdoimne; and greater then 
akingdome . As when the Ptophets would diſtinguiſh be- 

eweene the Idoll-Gods anf'thelyuing God , they call him 

Deut.r2,r7, thegrear God: fo'the gaind \s yon is called preat gaine, 
Mak,a,, Therichesof che world are called earthly, tranſitory, ſnares, 
r Tim. 6,9. thornes,dung; as though theywere not worthy to be coun+ 
Phil.3,1. tedriches/: and therefore fo dray the earneſt loue of men 
. fromthem, theholy Ghoſt brings themjn1with ſuch names 

of diſdaine, to diſgrace them wit poor» but when he 
j#57Y comes to Godlines,which iþ the riches aft he ſoule,he calleth 
| Pro.3,15, It greatriches, heauenly riches, vnſearchable riches, cuerla- 
Prou.4,9. ſting riches, with all thenat eSof honout, and all the names 
G = of pleaſure, andall” the names of we. in . Asa woman 
at '> trimsand decks herſelfe w th an hun Fi ornaments,onely 
to make her amiable;ſo the oly Ghoſtſetteth out godlines: 
with names of honour, andnames of pkaſure, and narpes of 

Cart.4,r, happines,asit werein her Tewels, with letters of commenda- 
tion,to make her to be louetd; Leaſt any riches ſhould com-. 
Fry pare with Godlines,he gines it a name abopue other, and cal-: 
[es | leth it great riches, asif he would make a'diſtinAtion between! 
TE riches and riches} between the gaine of couetouſnes, and 
the game of Godlines, the peace ofthe wbrid,and the peace| 
with © - ofconſcence;theioy ofriches;\& the ioy ofthe holy wo Lib 
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ſeth the thin g which hee buyeth, and ſaith, J: is naught, it 18 


The Benefit of (ontentation. 
The worldly men haue a kind of peace, and toy, and riches, 
but I cannot call it great, becaufe they haue not enough, 
they are not contented as the godly are, therfore onely god- 
lines hath this honour, to be called great riches. The game 
of couctouſnes is nothing but us but the gaine of god- 
lines is wealth,and peace, and ioy, and loue of God, and the 
remiſſion of finnes, and cuerlaſting life . Therefore onely 
godlines hath this honour to be called great gaine.. Riches 
makes bate, but godlines makes peace : riches breeds coue- 
touſnes,but godlines brings contentation : riches make men 
vnwilling to die : but godlines makes men ready to die, ri- 
ches often hurt the owner, but godlines profiteth the owner 
and other. Therefore onely godlines hath this honour to 
be called great riches, ſuch gaine, ſuch ioy, ſuch peaceis in 
godlines, and yet no man couets it : for this is the quality of 
vertue, it ſeemeth nothing vnto a man vntill hee hath it, as 


Salomon faith ofthe buier, while heis in buying, he diſpray- 


Gen.13,6. 


not worth the price which "ny aske,but when he hath bought Pro.20,14.. 


it, ſo ſoone as heis gone, he boaſteth othis penyy-worths, 

and faith itis better then his money . So godlines, before a 

man hath it, he ſaithit isnot woorth his labour, and thinkes 

euery houre'too much that heſpendeth about it, butwhen 

hee hath found it, hee would not looſe it againe for all the 

world, becauſe hee is now come to that, which followeth, 
to be comtented with that he hath. Heere Panlſheweth with 

what a man ſhould be contented, not with 1000. pounds, 
nor 100.-pounds, nor 20.pounds, but with that he hath : and) 
there is great reaſon, why hee ſhould ſo: : becauſe no man 

knoweth what is fit for him, ſo/well as his caruer. And ther= 

fore euery one ſhould eſteemeſo reuerently of God,that he 

thinke uothing better for him (for that time preſent) then 

that which God meaſureth forth vnto him.For when Chriſt 
had no money, he was contented,and when he wanted mo- 
ney topay tribute, he ſent for no more then heneeded: he Mat-17, 27: 
might haue; commaunded 20. pounds as well as 20. pence. 

But to ſhew, thatwe ſhould _ no more then will ſerue 
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Pial.2 2,5. 
Iohn,14,7. 


Luke,r2,19 


Tohn,4,1 3. 


AQts,2,2. 


Gen.44,15- 


ſpirit of Propheſie, ſo he which hath comtpagor hath lit- 


| || | | EY” 
T he Benefit of: Contentatiog. 


' out tutne, hee would haut |ng more then ſerued his turne. 
Now, becauſe contentatipn 1s of ſuch anature, that it can 
pleaſeit ſelte with/pouerty, as well as riches . Thereforeit is 
called the great game : as though it had all, which it wanted. | 
And this contentment (faith Par) we owe togedlmes, be- 
icked: man to be contented, for | 


cauſeit is not poſſible for a tc 
as he iSnotſatisfied with ſinne,ſb is he ſatisfied with nothin 


: 


manis not pleaſed : yntill God 


O 


: 
: 
4 
: 


that which all the world doth ſecke, that is enough . Every | 


: 


word may be defined,and every{thing may be meaſured,but | 
enough cannot be meaſured| not defined, lit changeth cuery | 
thi cthoughtit 4ozgh 1t we might. 

obtaine leſſe then we haue ; when we came to more, wee | 
thought of an other enough; now we haue more we dreame | 
of another enough,{o enengh js alwaies to.come, though too | 
Fo as oyle kindleth the fire which 

it ſeemesto quench, ſor:ches comeas though they would |: 
make a man contented, & makehim more\couctous. T her- | 


yere: whe we had nothing 


much be there already . 


fore ſeeing contentation wasNeuer found ih riches, the Apo- 


file teacheth to ſeeke it in godlines,, [aying , fodlines is riches , as 


though it did not onely make a man contented, but make a 
man contented with it ſelfe.. | He ſpeakes as though he had 
found a new kind of riches, which the world never thought 

hat they will ſatisfie a man like 


of, that are of ſuch a nature, 


the water that Chriſt ſpake of,he rhar drinkes of the water hall | 


thirft no more : ſo they that taſt of theſe riches ſhall couet no 
more: but as the holy Ghoſt filled all the houſe,ſo the grace 


and peace,and ioy,of the holy Ghoſt filleth/all the hart; that 
-pnomy , becauſe he had the 


as To/eph had no neede of 


Nor 


tle neede of riches, he thinks not of the Phyloſophers ſtone, 


> 
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Riches come,and yet che man iz not pleaſed : liberty comes, | 
and yet the wan 15not plealed 4plealuregomes, and yet the 
come, andthen he ſaith, 4 
cup 15 full . Shem ws thy Father (laith Philip )and it ſufficeth. 
Nay ſhew vs thy truth and it ſufficeth. Now »:y fole({ath the | 
churle) take thy ret : nay , now my ſoule take thy reſt, for 
thou haſt laid vp for manyyeres. The godly man hath found 
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The Benefit of Contentation. 


nor the gold of Opher , nor the mines of dia, but he hath 1,Reg.9,25 


his quzzr eff without ſute of lawe, for he retainetha peace 

maker within, which would make all Lawyers Preachers, if 

men were ſo-wiſe to take counſel] of it. 

When the law is ended, if the man be not content heis in 

trouble ſtill : when his difeafe 1s cured if he benot content, 

he is ſicke (till: when his want is ſupplied, ifhebe not con- 

tent he isin want {till : when bondage is turned into liberty, 

ifhe be not content heisin bondage ſhll : but though he 

be in law, and ficknes, and pouerty, and bondage, yet if he 

be content, hes free, and rich, and merry, and quiet,cuenas 

Adam was warme, though he had no cloathes, © Gemir,zy, 
Such a commaunder 1s contentation., that where-ſoeuer 

ſhe ſetteth foote, an hundred bleſſings waite vpon her : in 

eucry diſeaſe ſhe isa Phiſition,, in-euery ſtrife he is a Law- 

yer, in.cuery doubt ſhe is a Preacher, in euery griefe ſheisa 

comforter : like a ſweet perfume which taketh away the e- 

will ſent,and leaueth a pleaſant ſent forit. As the Vnicornes 

horne, dippeth in the fountayne, -and makes the waters 

whichwere-corrupt and noyfome cleare and wholeſome 


ypon the ſuddaine,ſo whatſocuer eſtate godlines comes vri- 


to, it ayth like the Apoſtles , Peace be to this houſe, peace be 

to this hart, peace be to this man.. | | 
I may lyken itto the: five loauesand two fiſhes, where- xy4e,..,9. 

with Chriſt fed frue thouſand perſons, ang yet there were 

ewelue baskets full of tharwhich was left, which could not 

fill one basket when it was whole. Thus: theyr little feaſt 

was madea great fealt : ſo the godly, though they hane 

but little for themſelues, yet chey haue ſomething for o@© 

ther, lyke the widdowes Mite, that they may ſay as the Diſ- Mar 

ciples|ſayde to Chriſt , they want nothing , though they 


: 
: 


haue nothing . Contentation wanteth nothing, anda good Luk,z2, 35+ 


hart is'woorth all . Forif ſhee want bread, ſhes can fay as 
Chriſt ſayde, ' ] have another bread, it ſhee wantriches, ſhee 
can ſay, I haue other »:ches, Iffhee vvant ſtrength, ſhee 
canſay, Thaue other ftrength, if ſhee-want friends, ſhe tohn,q,;4. 
can ſay, Thaue other friendes. Thus the godly finde all 


with- 
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© 2 within, that they ſeeke w1 
| contented with that he ha 


*/Þ 2,Cor.3,16. 
4 Phy.4,1 2. 
4 


t Sd 6. NA —_ Þ . | . . ( 
7.4 Deut.3,26, ſee (anaan : (o, whatſocuer he giucth, He giues this charge 
| withit, Let ths ſuffice thee .\ Als Jeremy aith , 7 his is my ſors 
Tere. 10, 19, 70w and I will beare it, 10 thou muſt ſay ,| This 1s my portion 
"a 1,Tim.6, 17 
-# Phil. 4, 12. 
".EÞ i i much, as Abraham, and Lot, 'and ayes and Tob, and To- 
| F&} 921,t- ſeph yet it cannot corrupt his minde, but as the net was full 
A of fiſhes, and yet did not rept,becauſe they caſt it in at Chri- 
$81 ſtes commaund : ſo thoughthe godly man be full of riches, 


things were giuen f 
her honour: for ifhe haue litleitis ike (the little oyle, which: 


8" 3} -  » they thatthirſt after riches, nor they that|thirſt after honour, | 
Witt nor they that thirſt after pleaſure, ſhall ngt be ſatisfied, but | 
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| The Benefit of Comtemativn. ns 
thirſt more, asthe ambitious, by Pk and.couetous do, 
but they that zhirit after righteouſyes, ſhall be ſatisfied, albeit \ 
they haue no riches, nor honour, nor pleaſure. If Fee aske \. 
like the Virgine, How cap this beef I aunlwere, Euenas e4- Gun Y 
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dam was warme without clothes, fo God, doth fatisfie many 
men without riches. Though hee was naked, yet hee dyd 
not ſee his nakedneſle, ſo long as hee, was innocent : but 
when he beganne to rebell, then began hee.to want clothes, 
fo though a man be poore, yet hee ſees not his pouertie, ſo 
long as 6b 1s contented, but when hee beginnes to! couct, 
then he begins to want riches, and from that day. the curſe 
(in the firſt of eLogems,verle 6.) takes holde on him, Te cate, 
but yee haue #vt. enough, yee drinke, bat. yee are not ſattsfien,' yee 
clothe your ſelues, but yee are not warme . Indeede the coue- 
tous manſcemes to.draw the worlde to him. with cordes,his 
coffers are of Load(tones , his handes likeneys., his fingers 
lime-twigges, there it comes, wy there it comes,.0ne would 
thinke this man ſhould be happy one day-.. ,..., 
When the Churles barnes were. full, hee bade his foule 
take reſt, thinking to gaine telt by couetquſneſle, that hee _ 
might ſay, Riches gaine reſt as well as godlineſſe: but ſee Luke,r 11s 
what|happened, that night when hee began to take is reſt, _ - 


riches and reſt, and ſoule and all were taken from him, Did 


\ 


. 
.* ' 


he ngt gaine faire 2 Would hee haue taken ſuch paines it he 
had thought gf ſuch reſt ? couctouſne(le may gaine riches, 
but it cannot gaine relt, yee may, thinke like thys. churle to 
reſt, when your barnes, and ſhoppes , and coffers are full : 
but yee ſhall finde it true which Efay ſayth , T here is no reft Efay,q8,22 
ta the vngedly, therefore the wiſe man to preuent any hope 
of reſt, or honour; or profit, by finne, ſpeakes as though he 
had tried, +4 man cannot be eſtabliſhed by iniquaty. Therefore Provj 2,1,” 
he cannat be quicted nor fatisfied by the gaine of deceit, or 
bribes, or hes, or vſurie, which 1$1niquitie : therefore bleſled 
1s the man whom Godlineſſe dooth make rich, for when the 
bleſcing of the Lord maketh rich, ({ayth Salomon) he doth adgde x, 
e29 ſorrowe to it, but (ſayth hee). the renenewes of the wicked is © 
tronvte, as thoygh his money were care: wherefore let Pa- 

6, + '/ _ tron 
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which loued th 


e world moſt, would give all that he hath for 


a dramme of fayth, that hee might be ſureto goe to heauen 
is dead,though hee went towards hell ſolong ashe 


r to them which aske, 7/hat pro- 
fit ix it to ſerne God? how happ) was Barzzllai that would be 


2:54, 19,33, ernlted 2 hat quiet had the Shwnanzire which cared not for 


preferment ? When did the Diſciples ſeemeſo rich,as when 


1 when he 
Heere then1san aunſwer 
j Mat,3,14 
| 3ReB, 4, 13 
| ; Luke,5,11 _'v 
[| they were willing to leaue 
F It you are vſurers of godlines 
LEE 
F.. FI 
ie 


ſhall neuer couet, nor he, nor d ec 
geant ſhallarreſt you vpon it, and ſome ſentence which you: 


I >this ſhall be your gaine, when 
o el $not the word gone forth yer, 

which hath killed couctouſhes, that I may end my Sermon? 
Eyther you goc away contented, or you goe away condem- 
ned of your owne confcienge ;before you were vexed with 
couetouſnes, but now the iow {hall vexe you too;for you 
eceiue heereafter, but a Ser- 

haue heard ,ſhallgnaw you at the hart , with a' memorandum! 
of hell, that yee ſhallwiſh, O that could abandon this ſn, 
or els, thatT had neuer heard that warning which makes it a 
corrafiue vnto mee before Icahn leave it: if they: which are 
ercedie ſtill, could fee what peace,and reſt, & ioy, goc home. 
with them that are contented ,! though they may fay vvith: 


" Peter, Gold and iluer hane Inont, 'enery man would be a ſu- 


ter to'godlineſle, thathe mig; 
tation. 
If any heere be couetous 


ht haue the dowry of conten- 


tWl;let him alyvayes thinke,why 


Danid prayeth, T wrne my hayt to thy law, and not to conetonſ= 
yes, he might haue named pide,or anger,orluſt,but that no. 
tsfrom the law,as couetouſnes 
= : when | 


£ 


finne did{o keepe histhoug 


CN ____ 
| | The Benefit of (ontentation. 
when it came ypon him: hee fayth ,1T wrme ry hart to thy 
law, and not to coueton/nes, as thoy hamancould not beco- 
uetous,& haue.any leyſure to. thmke-vpon any good.But- as 1,yke. 2, 
John baptized with vvith watero I can but teach you with 
words. 


Now you haue heard whatcontentation is,you mult pray 
to another to giueit vatoyou., It is ſayde, of this city, that 
many citizens of London haue good wills,but bad deedes, 
that is, you doe no good yntillyouthe. Firſt, ye are vngod- 
lie, that you may be rich, and then you part fr ſome of your 
riches, to excuſe for ſome of your vngodlines . It may bee 
that ſome heere haue ſette downe in their wills, when I dye, 
I bequeath an hundred Res to a Colledge, and an hun- 
dred/poundes to an hoſpitall, and an hundred gownes vnto 
poore men. I doe maruell that you giue no more when you 
areat that poynt, for Tudas when hee dycd returned all a- Math, 27,8, 
gaine: ſo ye dic, and thinke when ycare gone,that God wil 
take this for aquittance : Bee not deceiued, for God dooth 2,Cor,9,7, 
not looke vpon-that which ye doe for feare, but ypon that 
which yee dot for loue, if yee can finde in your hart to'doe 


good while yee are in health, as Zacheus did, then God hath Luke,r9,8, 


reſpe&to your offering, but before God harken hovve yee 
giue your riches, firſt hee examines how yee came by them: 
for a man may be hanged for {tealing the money which hee 
giues to the poore, becauſe if hee ſhoulde count godlineſle 
| amine more ſhould he care to gaine by godly meanes. 


hus you ſeethe fruites of godlineſle, and the fruites of co- 


uetoulneſſe, to ſtay Balaams poſting fora bribe, and the Num,z2,17 | 


ſonnes of Zebedeus ſuing for preferment, leaſt ſeeking for 
aſſes,they loſe a better kingdom'then Saul found. Tfyou be 
couetous,ye ſhal neuer haue enough although you haue too 
much,but when ye pray, T hy kingdom cem, ye ſhall wiſh, my j 1... . 
kisgdom com. If ye be godly,ye ſhal haue enough, though ye "PE: 
ſceme to haue nothing, like the Smiraians, of whom God 
faith, ? know thy powrtie, but thou art rich. Therfore what coi- 
fell hall I giue you,butas Chriſt counſelled his diſciples, Be 
not friends to riches, but make you friendes of riches: and know 


C 2 : this : 


1,Sam, 10,1 


Reuc,2,9, 


my , 4 

p x, 5 wr TY ot, 

2) Or. ANT KEE 
- mandy — — 


*% - 


——— 
% 


_ " PIPES 


+44 - ou 
a 4.4 $4 , as 


'F 
l 
= 
*1 
If t 
4 
is 
Þ 
E 1 


"MW" wiz 
—_— 


Phil,4,t2 


tohn,8,36, 


The Bey 
this, that if yee cannot far ki 


(7 bntent ation: 
Panlefaith, Fane learned to b 


content, godlineſſt1s not ory t come entoyour houſe, Ro 
cofripanion of g6dlinef s contentation, whitch, vuhen'ſh 


cothes, will britig you alt thinges: Therfores Chitiſt ciith, 
If the Sonne make you free, you Ball be free indeede : ſo] lay; if 

godlineſſe make yee rich, ye hall berich indeed: The Lord 
Leſs make yee dooers of t ar yeehaur heard Amen. 


>D99r: 
F1 NIs is 


- — 


. 
4 £ 
n 
” a 
- 4 bes 
: : 
Fi Y 
. 
Py 4 4 
Fo 2; Fl 
£ | : 
GS | $: 
1 2 
4 = q 
$ 
| þ| 
= 4 o 
by : . 
ip ' 
FI : 
: of > 
| 6 
k 4 | 
4 + 4 
\ = 
; | 4 
: | ' ke! 
1 . ? 
| ; £ 
: + . 
” 
l : if 
| F: ; 
| | < 
2 | 
p . 
: £] 
5b = 
4 * 
%* 
, 2 
4 4 "2 
- 5 by 2 
Ow as 
Aa » 
» 4 
is *: 
! s: 
of } 
% $4 FS 
9 4 
b 
1 


Cx CEE Cat £4 


»> 
- 
1 
3 
- 
' 
= 
! ” Vz 
j : 4 
. 
! IF : 
/ and z 
. "* 
; = $ 
OY : | 
4 { F 
| 
2 


— | Eere is Chriſt reaching) 


4 


43-06. Deg. 
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The ont of t ths Faith full, 


Luke. 8. 
19 Then Came to him his Mother and his brethren,and 


: comld not conpeneere hun for the preaſe, 
- 20 e114 it was tolde him by certaine which ſaiae 
 CMother and thy Brethren Flande without , and would 7 


thee. 
2 1 But hee aunſ/wered and [aide unto them, CMy Mo- 


, . ther and my brethren are ſg which heare the word Y Goa 
and doe it, f 


a great preaſe hearing, his Me. 
ther & friends! interruptins, and 
| Chriſt againe withſtanding the 


| > preareor ern erty {interraption, with a eothfortiil 


Q { ble docrine of his mercies / to- | 
| Ws... { wards the which heare the word 7 
| _N >2__SJ| of God and do it. When Chriſt 
LE I —= was about a 2ood worke, & ma. 
me were oathered to to nds to heare him, the deuill thought 
with himſelfe asthe Prieſtes and: Gadutes dd in the fourth 
ofthe As; If Tlet himalonethus;all the world will follow 
him;and T ſhallbe like Rachel without ehildren : therefore 
deuifing the likeſt pollicie to fruſtrate and diſgrace, but one 
of his Sermons, thereby to take the people vnwilling to 4.6 
heare lim againe. Asheſet Ewe'ypon Adam, and made Tobs lob 2.9 
wife his inſtrument; when he could not fit ie-himſelfe : ſo he a. 
ſendeth Chriftes mother ,' and putteth 1 !m the minde of his 
kinſemen, to come ot at that inſtant, when he was in 
tis holy. exercife, and call ypon him while hee; was prea- 
Of: $ ching; . 
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ching, to comeaway,an 


ty of the Faithfull. | 
goc with them. Chriſt ſecing |the 
Serpents dealing, how hee made his Mother his Temprer, 
that all his Auditory migigoe away emptic,and ſay where 
they came; We heard the name which is called Iefus,& hee 
began to preach vnto vs; with ſuch wordes, asthough hee 
would carry vs to heauen; but in the midſt of his Sermon, 
came his mother,and brethren to him, that it might be known 
what a kinſeman they hag: and fo ſoone as hee heard that 
they were come, ſuddainly hebrake of his Sermon, & ſlip 
away from vs, to goe and|make merry with them. Chriſt, I 
ſay, feeing this traynelayd by fathan ro diſgrace him, (as hee 
doth all bis Miniſters) did! not leaue off ſpeaking , as they 
thought he would : but, as if God had appointed all this to 
credite and renowne him): that which was noiſed heere to 
interrupt his doftrine, he taketh for an{occaſion to teach an 
other do&trine, that there & at other conunion betvveene 
chriſt and the faythfull, then betweene the mother and the 
ſonne, which are one fleſh} Therefore, when they fay , th 
»other and brethren are come to ſpeake with thee, he poin- 
teth to his hearers, arid ſayth, T heſe are #y mother and bre- 
thren,which heare the word of God and does : asif hee ſhoulde 
ſay, I haue a motherindeege which brought me foorth, but 
m reſpe&t of them which heave the word af God,and doe it, (he 
is like a Stepmother, and theſe are like anaturall mother, | 
With this wiſe aunſwere, hee quieted'the Auditors, and 
made them heare him better then they didbefore. For now 
they thought with themſelyes, what man is this, which lo« 
ueth vs more then his mother,} his mother called him, and 
yet he would not goe from ys, his brethreri ſtay for him,and 
he maketh as if he did not khow them, but ſayth, 7/ho is my 
CIMother * Who are my brethren? - Ki | | 
Thus Chriſt ſtoode vp as it vvere in an indignation a- 
gainſt ſathan, and ſaide ; {athan, this Sermon was not begun 
for thee, neyther ſhall it endffot thee : thys worke vvas not. 
doone for my Mother, neither ſhall it bee left for my m0-. 
ther . Thus hee caught the deuill with his owne baite, and | 
made the people more louing and attentue towards him, 


T he Af 


w 


| 


The eAfinity of the Faithfull. 

by that which ſathan thought to diſgrace him. He was fo ar- 

med with the ſpirit, that let the dewill tempt him, or the wo-. 

man tempt him, or Princes tempt him, all is one. 
Heere is two'doubts; the firſt is, the difference betweene ' 

the Euangeliſts: for 2Yathew faith , that one broughe this Mat, 12,47, 

meſfage, « Harke and Like attribute it to moe; Both may oe $S 

ſtand; for the worde which his mother gaue of calling him 00> 30 

foorth, was receined of the reſt, and ſo paſſed amongſt ma- 

ny, till it came to Chriſt; ſo that one may bee ſaideto bring 

this meſſage, becauſe one noyſedit firſt: and many may be 


O 


faydto bring this meſſage, becauſe many noyſed it after. 


The ſecond doubt is, becauſe Chriſt had no bretheren; 
howe they ſayde: T hy brethren would ſpeake with thee. You 
muſt enderſtand, that they which are heere called Chriftes 
berthren, were his coſens by the mothers fide : that is, her &i- 
ters chyldren;\For there were three Maries, and theſe three 
were ſiſters : Marie the virgine, Mary the mother of Tames, 
and Mary the daughter of Cleophas , whoſe ſonnes theſe 
were: theyr names were Iames, Iofeph, Tudas, and Symon, 
and they are called the Lords brethren|, becauſe they were 
kinnevnto him. Therefore note that in holy Scripture,there 
be foure ſorts of brethren : Brethren by nature, px Eſau and Gene, 7,30 
Lacob are called brethren, becaufe they had one Father and 
one mother : Brethren by Nation, ſo all the Tewes are called Deu,15, 12. 
brethren, becauſe they were of one country : Brethren by 
conſanguinitie, ſo all are called brethren whichare of one ,_ 
family, and ſo Abraham called Lothis brother , and Sarah Ge :: 12, 
his ſilter, becauſe they were of one line : Brethren by pro- ; 
teſsion, To all chriſtians are called Brethren, becauſe they are May, 2, 
of one Religion, theſe are Brethren of the thirde order, 
"_ 15, of conſanguinitie, becaule they were of one Fa- 
mule , | PTS 
Novve vvhen his C1eorher and his Brethren were come 
toſec him, it isfaid,thatthey could not come necre him for 
the preaſe; heere were Auditors|enonghz Chrnift ſo flowed 
now with diſciples, that his mother coulde haue no rome to 
hearc him, but after awhile it was low water again. Whe the 
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Mat, 26,31, Sheepheard was {troken 


Toit of the Faithful. 
the ſheepewere ſcattered ih en he 


þ| Fo _ preachedinthe wo | the emples, andthe bales, 


then many tlocked ln um : but when he preached vpon 
the croſle, then they lots him, which! {aide they would never 


3; -  * forfake hum; then there was as orcat breaſe toſce him ce, as 


there was home, to heate lum preach. And many of thele 
Math, z7, which ſeemed like brake and ſifters,were his ran and 
arcu/ers, and per, ecntors\; {9 inconſtant wee are in our Zeale, 
more then in any thing els: Thus much of theyr COMMming 
and-calling to Chriſt, ab. to the dodtrine which lyethin it, 

oY a wo ſpeakers, zjonefaith';|T by CMHoather and thy 
Brethren are come to ſpeaks with thee ,) the other ſaith " Theſe 
are my (Mother ana Brethrws which hare the worde of God 
and dre it. The ſcope ofthe Euangeliſt is this 3 Firſt, that 
Chriſt woulde nat hind tr his doRrine,for I/otber or Bye+ 
ren, or any kinſeman} | 'hen, to ſhe thatthere 1s anegrer 
coniunction betweene hriſt and the faithtull;chen the mo- 

ther and the ſonne. Tik firſt | 1s written for our comfart, 
Touching the firſt, he which teacheth vs to honour our Fa 
Exod,zo. therand Mother, doth n pt teach vs heere to contemne Fa- 
ther and Mother, becauſehe ſpeakes of another Mother,for 
Luke,2,46 itis ſaid, that he was obedient tp bis Parents. Lake, 2. Thys hee 
ſheweth, when beeing founde in the Temple among, the 
Doors : hee left all to,g9e with his worher, becauſe ſhee | 
ſought him : ſo he honored her, that hellefr all for her. This | 

he ſhewed againe athis depth beeing g\vpon the croſle, hee 
was not vnmindfull of her::\for pointing vnto Johy, he (9 þ 

Ioh,t9,2% 7fother, behold thy ſonne : apg poynting ynto her, hee ſayde': 
behold thy Mother : {0 hee! commended her to his beloued 
diſciple Cefore he died. hetefore, thisis not a doctrine of 
diſobedience, but a rule ho we to obey. As hee taught his 
nt, 22, L1 Diſciples to Clue vnto (Ce +] that whidh | IS { aſars , and to 
| 4th *2>*5» God, that which is Gods : ohe teacheth\vs heere, to gyue 
” vnto Parents that which is Patents, and ro the L arde. that 
which 1s the Lords. Whenl( pd fayd, Henor thy Father and 
thy Mother, he did not givela ' commandement againſt him< 
fſelte : and thereiore he laithy He nor Me, before he faith hevor 
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| The Aﬀinuy of the Faithfull. 
n he thew. The firſt commaundement is, Hononr God, the fift 
des, commaundement is, Honoxr thy Parents, leaſt you ſhould 
Pon honour your Parents before God . When Salomon bad his 2,Rep.2,2o | 
ever Mother aske him any thing , he ſignified that the Mother 
© aS ſhould be obeyed in many things: but when he denied his 
icle Mother that one thing which ſheasked,he ſheweth thatthe 
and ' Mother ſhould not be obeyed in all things. When Chriſt M.r.z3,9. 
ale, fayd, Ton hane but one Father and ove Iaiiter, heſpeakes of 
2g Faithand Religion, ſhewing: that when it concerneth our 
11 | Faith and Religion, we ſhould reſpe&t but one Father and 
thy one Maiſter, which is the giuer of pur Faith , and the Mai- 
eſe ſter of our Religion. | | 
70d When Paul ſayd, Children obay your Parents in the Loyd, Ephc.6,1. 
"at he meaneth not, that we ſhould obay them againſt the lord. 
2 As whenhefaith , Obay Princes for conſcience ſake, he mea- 
cr neth not that wee ſhould obay them agaynſt conſcience. 
0 | Therfore when it commeth to this, that the earthly Father 
it.  commaundeth| one thing, and the heauenly Father com- 
47, maundeth an other thing; then as Petey aunſwered the Ru- 
lers,fo mayeſt thou aunſwere thy Parents, Whether 5s is meete AAs 
"T  toobayGodor yon ? Then theſe are the hands which thou 
muſt cut oft, then theſe are the eyes which thou muſt pull 
'© | out: orelle they ſhould be as much vnto thee, asthy hand 
|| orthineeye. | 
bh In «Mathew, 19. A man muſt forſake his Father and his 
Mother, to dwell with his wite . In Lake the 16, He muſt 
forſake Father and Mother, and wife, to dwell with Chriſt. 
For he which for /aketh Father or Mother for me, ſhall receane 
more, ſayth our; Sauiour. Nay, He which doth not hate father, 
or mother, or wife for me, cannot be my Diſciple. Shewine,that 
our loue toward God ſhould be fo great, that in reſpe& of 
it, our loue toward men ſhould be but hatred . Thus hee 
which obayed his Parents more then wee , vet would have 
| ſome rule, ſomeſentence, ſome example in Scripture, ofnot 
obaying them too : becauſeit is ſuch a hard poynt, to know 
how farre they are to be obayed, which are ſetin authority 
ouer vs. | 


Rom. 13,5. 


24,19. 


Luk, 14,26, 


D. As 


— 


1,526, 10. 


brethren, and thy ſiſters, 
then thou muſt thinke of: nother Father, as Chriſt thought 
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a Faity of the F ful 
As none but God { aks alwaies right, ſo none but God 
mult alwayes be obayed:| we arenot Called onely the ſounes 
of men,but we are called heſonnes of Ged.Therfore as Chriſt 
aunſwered his-zcther, when ſhe would haue him turne wa- 


terinto wine, womar,what bime Ito domth thee? ſo we ſhould 


aunſ{wer Father, and Mdehtr, and Brethren and Siſters, and 


Rulers,and Maiſters,and Wite too when they will vs to doc 
that which-is not meete, J# hat haze [9 doe with ou? For to 
leaue doing good and daekhll,were notto turne water into 
wine but to tumewine int water. {Peter was not ſathan 


butwhenbe rempted Chriſt likefathan, Chriſt aunſwered 


him asheanfwered ſathah, C ome behind me ſathan : : ſhewing, 


that we ſhould TIC NO NN ore attenton ynto Father, or Mo- 
ther,or Maiſter, or Wife} when they tempt vs to emill, then 
we would giue vnto ſath: nf he ſhould tempt vs himſclfe. 
Three thinos children yeceiue of their Parents ; hfe,main- 
tenarice, and inſtruction, \For theſe three they owe other 
three : for life, they owe ue: ; for maintenance, they owe 0- 
bedience; for inſtruction, they owe teucrence : For lyfe, 
they mult be loued as Fa hers; for maintenance, they mult 
be obaycdas Maiſters; fbr inſtruction, they mult be reuc- 
renced as Tutors, But a there | 5a King of Kings which 
mult be obayed aboue K NS, ſo there 18 a 3 Father of Fathers 


which muſt oy obayed abpue Fathes : therefore, ſometime 


you muſt aunſwer like th fanne, whenhe was bid goe into 
his Fathers vineyard, / will gox : and ſomtime you muſt aun- 
{wer as Chriſt anſwered, p4467 goe of 11 F athers buſmes. -\ 
. VVhentwo milch knne did: carry the Arke of the Lord 
to Parh/hemelh, their a ſhut'vp at home, becauſe 
the kine ſhon!dnotſtay , when they heard theyr calves cnie 
after them : ſo when thou $oeſt aboutthe Lords buſines, 
thou ſhalt heareacry of thy Father,and thy Mother,and thy 
dthy kindred, to ſtay thee but 


of another mother : & ſo theſe] kine went on till the Lord 
brought them where the Arke ſhould xeſt 3 ſo thou ſhalt 
Toe on, till the Lord bring thee where thou < 1alt reſt. Itis 
| | better 


”—OOmw_U A 1% Wn 
- > oo _— — _ 


| 
| 


The Aﬀentty of the F aithfulls 


| 
| 


better to flie from our friends, as -4braham did,then to ſtay Go.r 1,2, 


& 12,1 I, 


with ſome friends,as Samp/on did with Dalla. 
I may fay, 


{onnes Prieſts]: & this reſpect of coulonage hath made ma- 
ny like Prieſts in England : 'T his refpe& of coufonage hath 
made Samrelsfonnes Iadg 0 
hath made many like Iudges in England: |this reſpe& of 
couſlonage brought T 9b:as into the Leuites chamber : and 


",; ; 
this reſpect of couſonage hath brought many gentlemen in- 


to Preachers ljuings, which will not one avaine: As Chniſt 

referred his ſpirituall kindſmen, {owe preterre'our earthly 
kindſinen. Many priuiledges, many offices, and many be- 
nefices haue {tooped to this voyce3 thy mother calleth thee, 
or thy kindſmen would haue thee. As'this voyce came to 
Chriſt, while he was labourmg,ſo manyſuchvoyces cometo 
vs while we are labouring. Onefaith;Pleafure would fpeake 
with you : another ſaith, Prohte-would ſpeake with vou : 
another ſaith, | tale would ſpeake with you: another farth, a 
Deanry would {ſpeake with you : another faith, a Biſho- 


pricke \ ould! ſpeake with you : another ſaith, the Court 


would ſ{peake|withyou. 

When a man is ina good way)and ſtudicth the Seripture 
to be a teacherin the church, a voyce commethto hiseare,as 
this came to Qhriſts, & ſaith : Thy friends would hae thee 
ſtudy the Law, for by Diuinity thou ſhalt attaine'to no pre- 
ferment, 8 thine owne flocke will vexe thee, 6r the Biſhop 
will [top thy mouth . This winde ſometime turneth Tozas 


his failes from Vinny to T ar/bi/h, and makes him bury his ,,,... . 


Talent. | 

If he be a Diuine already, & preach his conſcience,a vaice 
commeth vnto him againe,as thisdid to Chriſt, 8: Fth,Thy 
friends would/hane thee to be quiet,or there be Spies which 


do note what thou ſateſt,or there be felows that ly in wait for. 


thy liuing : ſo ſomtimes with a litle intreaty,he beginneth to 
draw vp his hand, andlay;his finger vpor his mouth, and 
preach peace, | when heis ſent with warre i Thus wee are 

D 2  com- 


! - . F, f. 
ware of kind{men,as well as our Saviour ſaid " 1g.16,4, 


. : . CC. 
Beware of men|. For this reſpeQt of coulonage, made E his ' ; 
I,S2Mm.2. 


es: and this reſpeR of couſonage 1,S2m.5,r7, 


Nch.1 3,45 
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combred like 0 © Maiſtet , before our 


\Tk "#014 wo the Fa cieh | 
rmons, and in our 
Sermons, andafter our Sermons, cuen of them ſometime, 
which ſhould incourage 'S; & therfore as Chriſt ſaith, Be 
ware of men, (o lay I, Beware of kinſinen, 

So loone as the childr n be borne, theyr Parents bring 
them tothe temple; and aptize them, and offer them to 


God: but ſo ſoone as they he able to ſerne him, they tempt 


 themaway from him, to Law, or Phyſick, or Marchandiſe, 


or Maadey, and had rather chey ſhould be of any Tribe, 
than of the Tribe of Lew, | Which ſerueth in the Temple. 
He which will be hindered, ſhall have blocks enow : but we 
mult learne to leape ouer all as Chriſt leaped ouer this, If 
we ſhould leaue Father, and Hother, and Wife/and Children 
for (rift, muchlefle ſhould we care for labour, or lofle, or 
{hame, or trouble, or dif Jeaſure} ; for we would Uuentard 
theſe for our friends. Thus much of ys naturall kindred; | 
now of hispirituall kindred, | 1}; 

Heere is another genealo of C briſt, which Mathew 
and Lake ncuer ſpake of. hriſt f: ayth: Ihauc an other 
bread which you know net : & he faith ;: haze other hind/men 
which you know not. 

Saint Toba wryting R' A Lady , that bebughe vp her chill 
drenin the feare of God,, calleth her the: ele Lady, ſhew- 
ing, that thecchiefelt Shot: 1 of Ladies,and Lords,and Prin+ 
ces, is to.be ele& of God: Saint Luke ſpeaking of certaine 


* Bereaxs, which receined the word of God with loue, cal> 


leththem, wore noble men thanthe ret : ſhewing, that God: 
counteth nonenoble, bue Ge asarcof4 noble Spirit As 
John calleth none EleR, but the vertuousz and Zzke calleth 
none Noble, but the jou : ſo Chriſt calleth none his 
kind/1zen but the ri ighteous, | Theſe are ty) mother and m) bre- 
thren,which heare the word of C G ed and ave tt. 
As eAbrahams children are not counted'afterthe fleſh, 

butafter theſpirit. So Chrniſtes kindred are not counted af- 


_ ter the fleſh, but aſter the Spin {for the fleſh was not made! 


after the es of God, but theſpuit; the gtefore Godis not: 
called the Facher of bodies, wn Rebate of ſpirits. God 
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ty of the Faithfull, + 


| TheA 


God which is'a Spine, preferreth them that are kin to him 4 


in the Spirit: therfore &/ax was not bleſſed, becauſe he was <1. 2x61 ? 
not of Iſaacks fleſh , but Tacob was blefled, becauſe he was 25, © 
of Iſaacks ſpirit. As we loue in the fleſh, ſo Chriſt loueth in 
the Spirit , therefore he calleth none his k:za/man, but them 
whith heare the word of God and ave 1t. 

Tt ſeemeth that Pau/thought of this ſaying, when as he NF 
ſayd, Till Chrift be formed m you : If Chriſt be formed in vs, Gala.q. A 
as Paul faith; then we are Chriſts mother : euery one which | 
will haue Chriſt his Sauiour, muſt be Chriſts 2zother. The 
Virgincasked the Angel how hee conld beare (brit, ſee- 
ng ſhe had not kaowne a man . So you may aske how you can. Luke, 1,34. 
beare Chriſt, ſeeing heis borne already. 


| Oo . d " 4 
As there isa ſecond comming of Chriſt, ſo there isa ſe- 14... 


cond birth of Chriſt. V Vhen we are borne againe, then Luke,z t. 
Chriſt is borne againe : the Virgine was his Mother by the 
fleſh, & the faithfull are his Mother by the Spirit : The ho- 
ly Ghoſt conceiued him in her , the holy Ghoſt doth con- 
ceiue him in them:rhe was in her wombe, and he is in theyr 
harts : ſhe did beare him,and they dog bearehim : thee did 
nurſe;him , and they doe nurſe him... This is the ſecond 
birth of Chriſt. As the ſoule of man may bee called, the 


« TR 


temple of the holy Ghoft, which is the third perſon, ſoit may 1,Cor.3,16. 

bee called'the wombe ofthe Sonne, which: is the ſecond. 

perſon. 

Before theſe words itis ſayd, that chriſt asked , #/ho are 

my brethren ?as if he ſhould ſay , you thinke that Tam affec-. 

ted to my kina/men as you are: But I tell you;, that I count = 

them my kindſmen , which hears the word of Ged and ape it : | 

To ſhew that chriſt loueth vs with aneuerlaſting loue: hee | 

ſheweth that he doth-not louevs for any temporall thinges, 

bat for that whichindureth for ever. " 

Ifchriſtloued vs as Ifaack loued Efau, for Veniſon, then Gen. 5, 18. | | 

we might miſſe the bleſſing as Eſau did. But as Tohn ſayth, |Y 

He loned in the truth: fo-chriſt loueth in thetruth . Toloue 

in the truth;, isthe true loue : Euery loue but this, at one 
time or other, hath-turned into-hatred: but the true loue 
WA) | D 3 _ ouer=- 
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ouercommeth-hatred, 19m the trueth oucicommeth Falſe 


hoode. - - 


Now for this love , Chill (calls tein by all the names a 


T 


loue; his Father,and his Bretlyen, and hisSifters In Rom.s, 


they are called hs Serxants ; If that benot enough,.in John 
the fifteene they are called bis friends s [f that be not enough, 
in Lake the fourcand twertteth, habe are Called his Brethren 
If thatbe not cnough, in 34a thefirlt , they are called his 
Children; If that be not engugh, here! they be called h:4 
Mother; If thatbe not engugh, in Canrieles the fifth, they 
are called hs Spexſe : to ſhew/thathe Joyeth them with all 
loues3.the Mothers love, the Brothers loue, the Siſters loue, 
che Maiſters loue, and the Friends love. 
Ifall theſe loues could he put together, yet Chriſtes ous 
exccedeth them all; and the Motlier, and the Brother, and 
the fi{ter,and the child, and thekindſiven, andthefriend,and 
the (eruant, would not doe and ſuffer ſo much among, them 
all,.as Chrift hath done, and ſuffered for vs alone 3 Such a 
loue we kindle in Chriſt, when wee beare his word and dee 
ky that wee are as deexe no lim, As all m kindred toge-! 
ener. | 


harts, as his:Mother did in her armes . 
dren, ſowee ſhould prefer 


. As weare his Spouſe, ſo we 
did Rebecca: if thon be a ki 


e him, as Joſeph did Bemamin. 


d{tman, doe; hkea kind{man. 


Now we cometo the marks'of theſe kind{men, which I 
may call thearmes of his hquſez As Chriſt faith, By chi all 
men ſhall kuow my Diſciples,rft hey lore one another : -ſ\o he ſaith; | 
by this ſhall all men know my: 'kind{men; if they heare the | 


| 


: 


word of Gag, and ape it. 
Asthereis a kinred bythe Fathers fi 


wk add akinredidin 


the Mothers ſide, fo there is a kinred of |Hearers, anda kin-_ 
151 faid , Hee which heareth the 
ec eitis ſaide, Hee which heas 
reth the Sird of of God and doth : both are one: For his word | 


o , ; 
; 
: 
' 
; 
l 
: 


red of dooers. In Mathew 1 
will of my Father,and doth it : 


s-his m_ therfore it ISC led will __ 119. 


Now as we are his Mother, 6 ſhould we carry himin our 


As wee are his bre- 


ſhould Trablace him as Iſaack, 


| The Afnity of the Faithfull, | 
Tt | | - Asheeſpakethereof dooing, ſo hee ſpeaketh heere of a 
| certainerule;which he calleththe word of God, whereby all 
of — mens workes muſt bee ſuqared : For if I doe allthe workes 
6, that I can, to ſatisfie anothers will, or mine owne will, it a- 
L uayleth me nothing with G O D, becauſe I doe ic not for 
1 | God. Therfore he which alwaics [before followed his owne 
T1 will, vvhen hee was {triken downe and beganne to repent 
# | himſelfe, heepreſently cryed out ; Lord, what witt then hawe  ,, 
Y mee to doe ? as if hee ſhoulde ſay, I will doe no more as men yy 
y ; would hauemee, or asthe dewill would haue mee, oraccor- 
I! ding as the fleſh would haue mee, but as thou woalde haue 


mee. So Dauid prayed, Teach mee {O Lorae) to doe thy will, 
not my will : for wee neede not to: bee taught to doe our 
owne yvill,no, more then a Cuckoo,to fing cuckoo her own 


C 

! name. Euerie man can goe to hell without a guide. 

[ Heere is the rule nowe, if you liue by- it, then you are 
] kinne to-Chrilt - as other kindreds goe by birth and marri- 
| age, ſo this kindred goeth by-fayth and obedience. Hearers 


are but halfe kinne, as it were 11 a farre degree: but they 

| which heare and de, are called his WMorther , which is the 

neereſt kindred of all. Therefore if you haue the deede, 
then are you |kinne indeede; there is no promiſe made to 
hearers, nor to ſpeakers, nor to-readers: but all promiſes arc 
made to beleeuers or to dooers. 

If you acke God whothall dwell in the holy Mountains ,,., | 
he ſaith, The nzan which walkbeth epriohtly : heere are none 7 ies 
but dooers : |If yow aske Chriſt who {hall enter into the 
kingdome of |heauen, hee ſayth, 2 ot they-which cry Lora, 
Lord, (_ they cry twiſe Lord)- bt they which doe the 
will of my Father : heere are none but"dooers, If you aske 
him agayne , howe you may come to heauen ? heeſayth, - 

Keepe the ( ommanundements : heere are none but dooers. 
It you ake him agayne, who are bleſſed ? he fayth, Bleſſed , , ., 
are they that heare the word of God aud doe it : heere arenone |, 
but dooers . |If you aske an Angell, who arebleſſed 2 hee 
| fayth, Bleſſed are they which keepe the wordes of this Booke : Rene. 22,7. 
| Heere: are none! but dooers , If you aske Damd, vyho uy 
are. 
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are bleſſed? he faith, T 


| | 


The 4 


IE, nw. 
& M ES IC © te 
o/nes : heere are none but doers. If i a pr 
are bleſſed ? he faith, The le: th  bleſſe which keepeth the law: 
heere arenone but doers, Itfyou aske E/ay —_— are bleſled2 
he faith, He which doth rhis is bleſſed: hegreare none but do- 
ers. If you aske /ames who are bleſſed 2hefaith, 7 he doer of | 
the word is bleſſed i his deegie : heere arenone but doers. The 
bleſiing and doing runne rogether, | | 
Leaſt any man ſhoul logke to be bleſſed without obl- | 
dience, chriſt calleth lou the greateſt commaundement : | 
but S2/omon calleth Obedtence (ths end of all : as though with- | 
out Obedience all were t no end. | | 
When HMichah had « Lota Leuite/into his houſe, New 
(fath he) [ know the Lord woll be good wiith me, ſeeing [ bevel 
Lenite 11 my houſe : So way. thinke, when they haue gotten 
a Preacher into their pariſh; 'Now the Lord will be good | 
vato vs,now chriſt will loue. vs,now we are good ſonnes fec- | 
ing we maintaine a Preacher among vs . | But e-Hichah was , | 
not bleſſed for a Leuite, npr you for a Preacher, butas you 
would haue vs doas we teach, ſo God would haue you doe 
asyou hearez for you ſhall beno more. faucd for heaing 
then we are for ſpeaking. my 
| VVhen Godcreated the't tree, he comman dedit tobring 
forth fruite : ſo, when he Foyt faith, he pandedirtobving 
it to bring forth wor ks; ane Ithierfore: It 15 called a lwely faith, | 
V Vhen our Sauiour woulg pans himſfelfe to /chbr, to be 
the true Meſhiasindeede, hi [908 to his Diſciples, T ell lohn 
what things you hane heard ; wr /eenc : notonely heard, but 
ſcene: Soif we will prooue our {clues to be chriſtes kind(- 
men indeede,, we muſt worke|that which may be ſcene as 
well as heard. Job was notionely called the woyce of a eryer, 
but 4 burning Lampe, which\might be een; {o all which are 
crying voyces, muſt be burning lamps. | | | 
James doth not ſay, let mheHeare thy faith, but, /ct me ſee: 
thy faith. As the Angelsput on the ſhape | of men, that 4. 
kraham might ſee them: {of ith muſt put on works, that the 
world may Tr ceit. T heworkss which I oe —_ chriſt) beare 
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lo | ThedfnifyfclePanſl *i 
| itner of me: ſotheworkewhich we-doc,/houldbeare wits | | 
ho | nesof ys, Therefore Chriſt linketh faith-and 10+ | 

P” | gether; Repent and belecue the-Gdſpell. Markej1;15. Ther- £ || 
ua | Sts conclude; That which Christ hath zopned, let no man ſe | [ j 
Pri | parate. Marke; 10.9511 1 ov a 7 re gd 190 1 18 
'f | *- Thus E have ſhewed you Chuiſt preaching a great pteale 


he | hearing, his friendes and his kinſmen interrupting,& Chriſt 
[11 againe withſtanding the interruption; by this you-may ſee, 
E- | what a'{piritthe deuill bath eo hinder one Sermon,therefore 
t: | no tmatuell though hecauſeſomany'tobe puttofilence;no 
h- | marucl though he ſtand ſo igiiriſtalearned Miniſtery+ns 
 _ , maruell though he raifevpfuchflunders vpon Preachers: 
| no marucl though hee! write Jo many IOIy. oh 
® ! Chriſtian gouernmentin the church : no maruel,t ough he 
A ' makeſo manynon-refidents;: no maruell: though heordain 
da | f many dumbe Prieſts: for 'theſe make him: the God ob 
 ! this world. Thedeuillisafraidthatone Sermon will 'con= 
5 | | uertvs,andaweearenot mooued [with twenty :{othe:deuill 
U | thinkethbetterofvs theaweare. |} v1; 4.950 ND m7 

- Againe, by this you may learne howe to withſtand temp-= 
p | tations: whetherit bee thy-Father which-tempteth;, -or thy 
| | mother which tempteth; or thy brother. whiclrtempteth, or 
3 - thyſiſterwhichiteniptcth;or thy kinſwan' whichtempteth; 
} | orRulerswhichtempteth,or Maſter which-tempteth, or 
t | wife whiclitetmpteth- As Chriftwould not knowe his 12e- 
* | theragainſt his Father: ſo thou ſThouldeſt nat knowe anie 
| 


: 


Father, or mether, or brother; or fiſter, or fricnde;-or kin(- 
man, or maiſter, or child, or wife;againſt God: [9191 
Ifthe Mothers \utemayber ſometime, a Noble- 
mans Letter may bee refuſed too: hee that cam turne hys 
—_—_ ” furtherance as our Sauiour did heere; make 
vie of euery thing. Againe; bythis you: may learne , howe 3 
to chuſe your findess As Chriſt a Toad Ivs kinſe- _ 
men; but fuch as heare the words of 6:0'D and gre: ut : {os TTY 
vvce ſhoulde. make none:our familiaes;;;but ſuchas'Chnſt 
counteth his kinſernen. | Againe; you-may fee the difference 9s.” 
betyycene Chriſtand NPR | 0s calleth the godly, 
37 | » | his | 
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The ty of 
hislnfirier, be they x Al ſopoore mp wee ſeorne to call 
the pooreour kinlmen, b they neue! ſohonelt; ſo proude | 
is the ſeruannt aboue his Maiſter . Againe, by this you! ſee | 

how Chnit is to be loueg: for when hee calleth vshis Mos | 
; ther, he ſhewes vs the way fo loue himas a Morhier; forins | 
_ deedehers the mother of his mother|, and hisbrethzeri $60. 
Ag: by this, all vaungng and boafting of kinredis cutre | 
Glory not inthat thou haft a Gentleman to'thy Father, 

lory not that thou baſta Kni he to thy brother : but glory 

- naps haſtthe Lord t, x eS He which called|4- 
braham hisfather, friedin hell, becauſe God was not his Fas | 
ther: If Marie might notbeproude of fucha fon as Chnſt; | 

muchleſſe may you braggept any friend or ſonne that ypu 


haue. - 

Aegaine, by this ye may adore, whahery ou bee kinne |to 
cri : aschoſePrieftes were ſhut out ofthe Temple which 
could not count theyr genealogie from efarvy, ſo they ſhal 
| be ſhutee out of heauen, that cannot reckonthcir pedegree 

from Chriſt. Heere are the.Armes now, whereby you may 
ſhew of what houſe you come: If you heare the Fe of God 
ard doe it, then Chriſt ſaith vhto you, as he ſaid vnto them : 


Theſe are my_Marher, my Brethren ; and mry Siſters : You 
womenate his $:#ters, menatrghis Brethren: if you 


be chriſtes Brethren, thenare you Gods ſomes, andif you 

be Gods /onnes, theware youks bowes, for all Gods/omes 

US are called heyres: Rom, 7.18.) 

"Ft ! Laſtly; by this, youmay knowe the ents kinſmen : and 

TS 1 lohn,8,44, therefore cri faith, T ouare' f your father the demill. Shews« 
TY ing; tharthedeuill and the ich are a neere kin, as chriſt 

and the faithful. $4. 1h 
- Now-as Dauid'ſaich, Seemerh ira oh 


_ 3: 1 FO wnto you, to he 
EI3, 23, the ſonne of a King, ſeemy [ atnia poore man, and of ſmall repn- 
ration ? fo may [ty ſeemethita lightthing vnto you, to be 


7. = | the formesof the King of Kings, ſeeiy, you are poore men; 
1K: andoffmall tion? Ivis counted a honor to e-£+ 
137 Hebitit6, pub amy, Hſaxcks; and'Tacob; j| tGod wagnot aſhamedto be 


ur thenss this, that Gods 


not. 


called thar God : What 
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Loeb. 


| - A — ay Nt as 5 ES —_ | | fs none RED | 
| T | | | | | | | | 
of 4 1 The AnipofteFaidf, |, 

d call | not aſhamed eto be called our Father ? nay, our Brother ? 


dude | | Tfthe [Farber had ſuch careto match with the ſeruaunts 

ſee | of God, whata bleſking is this to marry with the ſonne of 

Mo» | God? Therefore, ifanyaffeR rich kinſinen or great marri- {| 

ns | ages: heere is a greater then Sa/amon,marry thou him; This | 

| kinſmanofoursis now gone vp,into heauen, that wee may 

| haucafriendinthe court. , ' | 

er,  Doſeph deſiredthe Butler to remember him , when hee gg... 

ory | ſtoodebefore Pharaoh, and he forgot him, though hee had Gen,qo, 14, | 

A- leaſured him. But a Theefe defired Chriſt to remember WD 5 
| fam when he came into his Kingdope, and he receiued him in- x4 ; 2/42, 

iſt; | to Paradiſe the ſame day, though he had alwayes offended; = 

ou | to ſhew, that though wee haue beene as bad as theeues, yet 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Oo 


we tay haue hopein Chriſt. Therefore, nowe I may con- 
to | clude, you haue hearde the worde, you goe away and doe 
ch | it: then you arethe Aother, and brethrev, and ſters, of this 


al | heavenly Rang ; to whom withthe Father and the holy Spi- 

| Tit beall praiſe, maicſtic, aud dominion, now & cucrmore. 
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"The Deg araanD off 
abs hoy he fc 


| Dickons. , 


© WhenlT came firſt to Mansfielde 1 ih your T LN06 s 
- cept, I found this Robe 1 'Dickons GS and like pr: 
ONS, 2 he piclume | he would 161d vnto death. A] 


© [tade; that hee ub fhem "Mm T !/rons by an 32 0eb, 
' whith ſhemed him 


| ; 
c '$ 

| * 

[ 


gifts, and power ro th) # 
He [ard that the. An elf called bin Elias wheres yo he 
i" hin 21h Ty.” 


" Heſaid.that the Abgetty to him that b Howl be a Lager ch 
Feeres,aud a bond-man cioht beres.  - '} 
He anouched that his fathe ſhould be caſt oner mto iohorance 
 andrhat all that he had fouldperri, 
'* He anouched thin there oytd be neither Vitrett nor dearth Fa 
bi country for ey ch Jeeres,w bich + x5 the time of his ſernice. | 
Hee pretended that after 0 yeeres his time ſhonlde come to 
preach, &+ that then no res ſails be able to confound him, | 


But before I left hins( as theword of God doth alwaies exerciſe 
his natural power ) bee; prone 


ed befere us all, nowe I am con: 


uerted by [criptare, whereupon he requeited me to ſer downe his 
recantation, which he vitered F theſe word;. | 


The confefsion of R. [Dickons vpon the firſt | 
dayes exa mination. bl 

[| Did beleene my viſions 10 be tur, before 1 heard the Sinus! 
prone the contrary,and now eſteem them but as a deluſion of | 
ſathan. T herefore I deſire to be {ette to learnuig for my owne ſat-. | 


ration, and for the edifyng of 11 brethren. - Witneſleth. 
William COONS Eſquire.| |Henry Smith. Edward Immins. 
Will: Whaley. Hugh Peace h  chaiſer, And a number morc. 


| Robere Dickons. | 
Th I truſt he ſpeke onfainedly. And forſomn ch as his deſireto' | 
Jearne is.commenaatle, and his fi not _ to men of his de 
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The examination. 


gree, as your wiſedome ſhall better ſee if you talke with him alone, 
| 1 leauethis motion to your honors good conſideration , which can 


beft indge how to quench or how to kindle ſuch ſparkes. 
The loſt Sheepe is found. Henry Santh, 


Robert Dickons confeſsion,vpon my fecond examination, 
wherein he declareth that he had no viſions at all, but 
how he coyned them, and to what end. . | 
The matter of the firſt vition. 
Did ſee upon Valentines day was 08! yeeres , greene leaner, 
which 'was ſtrange in winter, for which' cauſe 1 brought them 
home, and the leanes of the ſame Oke in ſummer became red , 18 
chaunced at the ſame time to thunder and lighten, after this I was 


| wiſnedas pleaſed God for two yeeres, 


The matter of the ſecond viſion. 
 Foure yeres after, | dreamed much like to the nattter of the [6 


| condviſion, and the ſame night it chancedto lighten. ( Tet of this 


| 7 rake Godto'my Indge) } founds a leafe primed in my chamber 


the next morning; with thoſe [oxe ſentences, ſanmg onely the fir#Þ 
line, whith leafe unleſſe ut was loſt out of my fellowes bookes ; 1 


| know not how i tame. 


The matter of the third viſion. 
T hu tame tweluemonth, I ſaw a light in the ſhop alone, where- 


at I was aStonſhed, and imagining wth my ſelfe what it ſhoulde 
meane, it came unto my head to tel! my fellowes which came im and 


; found mee af;aide, that I had ſeene an « Angel! in a flame of fire, 


which called me Elias, and bad mee write all that Thad ſcene and 
heard: heerevpon 1 remembring my fo rmer fights and dreame, 
thought to make me ſtrange vhto men, & /o turned all that which 
# bath feene, as if God had ſhewed mee viſions. «And heere is all 
the matter and ſumme of my ſuppoſed viſions; To this confe(3ron 
I take God for my fudge, as? ſhall be ſauedin the latter aay : but 
to the other I newer ſwore, though I were newer ſo often exani- 
ved; | Robert Dickons. U 

Vpon this he yeelded vpall his bookes into my hande, 
which I haue and keepe;and now he hath nothing to ſhew 
for that falſe title; Henry Smith, | 
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Proone the ſpirits whether they are of God or ns. 


” I A. Either|too bold, not too vncredulous, as 
—KS & yon ſent to Chriſt, re tho hee that comm- 
= meth, or lacke we for another? {o I ſend n+ 
to him|which calleth humſelfe Ehas, Art 
_ichou he which was propheſicd , oris hee 
come already ? But will £Zas aunſwere af- 
well top himſelte, as Chriſt prooued his 
authoritie to 1c», Goe your way,and bring, word againe|to 
Jebu what things ye haue [eene & heard, how that . blind 
ſee againe, the lame goe, the Lepers are cleanſed, the deafe 
heare, the dead riſe, the poore receiue my Goſpell. Theſe 
tokens the Lord vſed for an annfwere, becauſe hee would not 
that men ſhould indanger theirſaluation, to belecue eucrre 
man that calleth himſelte Qhrift;or Ehas, ora Prophet, vn« 
leſle hee bring the teſtimony Y 

power : therefore hee requireth hiroſelfe, IfI doe not the 
works that no man doth, beleeue me nor. Therfore he faith 
againe, The works that I doe; beare witncs of mee, that the 
Father hath ſeng-me : therefore it is written, All that hearde 


him, were aſtonied at his vnderſtanding and anſiwers: ther- - 


fore the ſeruantscame backe and could] not bring him, but 


told the Phaniſees howe theix harts were ſtrucken, No man 


cuer ſpakeas this man ſpe keth. Therefore it is written of 


Stephen, They could not reſiſt his wiſedpme, and the ſpirite 


by which he ſpake: therfore the-diſciples would not receiye | 


Paul before Barnabas gaue witneſlc ofhim : therfore allthe 
Prophets prophelied of Chiiſtes comming, that when. hee 
| 11 1] came 
| | | # 
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zh ' The bt Sheepe 1 found. "s 
! eame we ſhould know him, and receiue our faluation : ther- 
fore Chtiſt hath foretolde vs all the tokens of his ſecond c6- 
| ming;& al the fignes which ſhal goe before his day ofiudg- 
| ment; andas he had left nothing 'out, he faith in afull con- 
cluſion, Take heede.let no man decemeyou, I hane ſhewed Ma 23-23- 
| vouall things before: but what hath Elas doone ? or vyhat 
| hath Elas ſpoken? or who cannot diſpute with Ehas? or 
| who giueth witnes of Elixs * or who hath propheſted of E- 

has ? or who hath receiued £45 or who hath faid of a truth 10h,+;40, 
' thisis: the Prophet 2 O howe neceſſary hadit beene that 
| Chriſt hint all other tokens of his comming, ſhould e- 

ſpecially haue noted vnto vs that Ekas, that.great Prophet, 
' thatcryer, that erumpet, that deſtroyer, that Noh, that Lor, 
| that ſouldiour of the Lord, that ſonne of rizhteouſnes, that 
' man which no'man ſhall accuſe of ſinne;, if there had beene 
| anyſuch too-come,ſure we would have refpefted more that 
| figne;the all thereſt.Butſo'it is,that Chriſt hath forewarned 14k, 13,6, | 

|| vs of many falſe Prophets, but of any one {inguler Prophet 

1d ! of God, he hath not mn all his tokens once rememmbred. Alas 
fe | £/ias, wyhere walt thou thatthe Lorde did fo forget thee ? 
ſe | hath the Lord reuealedall tokens vnto vs, and yet wilt thou 1q,,,, ,. 
Of | bea token abouenumber? He that commeth in without his - 
fe | yvedding garment,ſhall be thruſt out, and ſhame ſhall come 
1» ! yponhim which is vvithout ſhame. : 
ot Is it enough for our belecte, to ſay that an Angell called 


-$ 
© 
"#4. 


e | thee? fathan is transformed into an Angell of light: Y 0-S-I9) 
h © Search the ſcriptures ſaith Chriſt, thoſe be they which teſti. 2 

e + fieof me: will it excuſe eAawn, to ſay the woman decemed 

© | me: bee not deceined faith Chriſt : if an Angell from hea- loke.; 


uen-teach youany other doArine then this, belceue him nor, 
hee whom God hath ſent , ſpeaketh the words of God: Tf 101m 8. 
ye continue in my word; then are you my very Difciples: 
ee which hath the gift of propheſie, let him haue it accor- gom.rz. 
ding tothefayth: you ſay weeare in true Religion : if thou | 
wert Elizs, thon'wouldeſt let vsſb continue : Why are wee 
mthe true Rdigion? becauſe we truely belceuve the Scrip- 
tures ; but theſcripeures {© plainly, ſo often; © vehicle 
| poynt 
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_ Math, 17, 


Fs. 1 
T he hoff Sheepe ts fond. 


poynt vato Vs, that Elias Is come already, that noyy wee <an- 


not belecue him that calleth himſelte £/as,ynleſle we fallifie 
the word of God. You therefore which ſay wee ſtand in\the 
true faich, and yet wouldeinuergle vs from the. faith which 
we doc hold, tobelceue contrary to his infallible word, have 
a ſecret meaning to cal y$ to one herefie after another;which 


hce may eaſthe doe, whoſaeuer can proue the ſonne of mart | 


 . alyer,and goe vnder thy name of E/as, It is hard for thee to | 


* 


Spiric conſents againſt nee : I fay ynto. you ; that Ear is 
come already, and they knoyve him not, but haue doone| to 
hun whatſoeuer they liſted, es 


& » 


Math, 7, 


. 


# 4 


Math, t 7, | 
coine : he that hath caresto heare,let htm heare. £as verilie 


» when he commerh full, deſtorcthall things, buel Gay voto 


| Maik,9.” You, £has 1s come, and {64 pep done vato him what they 


Math,t4,ro Would, asit is written of hun ;, {ob {hall goc before him\in 
Luke,1,17 tchefpirit and power of Es, to turnethe harts of their Fa- 
thers to theyr chyldren. What ſay you to all theſe which 
beare witneſle againſtyoy 2| Docall the Euangeliſts ſpeake 
in Parables ? was not Eas come, becauſe they knewe hym 
not ? If the Sctibes and Phariſees had taken John for Elias, 
then you would haue ſaidthe cauſe is plaine, for all men be- 
lccue that Z/aris come. But, nowe the; Scaibes knewe: hizn 
not, though Chriſt ſay, heis;come, yet you will not knovye 
him : what is this but toiconteſle the;Seanbes, and deny 
Chriſt > You therefore which {peake nat the wordes pf 
G O D, arenotſent of God 'you which continue. not/in 
his ayings, are not his 
according to the fayth, ha 
This istheſentence of truth, v1 

falſe Prophets cannot ray him vp againe. : | 


Tohn,z, 
lohn,s, 


Rom,12, enotithe rg ( oft of propheſte. 


Iohn,9,2 3, 


anſvvere for thy ſelfe. Hoy manie Ela/cs,willyou make? 
or of what E/as did Chritt ſpeak? his Diſciples vnderſt6od 
him of 7-b, for vnto him the Iewes had doone yyhat they 

"| | | would}: 


Math,s, 


kicke againſt the arg 4 ſee, and behold, howe the | 


All the Prophets and he Lawe tt ſelke wapheliad bo | 


Toby, andit yeewillr ecciue it, this is £&as which was forito | 


ſtile : you which prophefie not. 
,ynder whichit £/as fall, all the 


Nowe ſhevve thy teltmonic Ekas., thou art of age, 
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= would : or what £4 was to be fullilled 2 not hee that was - 
lifie prophecied : or what Ehas did the Scribes think ſhould firf? 


the | come, inn the ſonne of man ſhouldriſe from the dead ? 
ich | or to what propheſie did they leane, why they ſhould looke 


aug 


ich 


lan | | | 4 
ro | the Scribes looked for was come already : therfore the Elias *# 


> tO 


the 
51S 
0 


| | already, doth he not meane that £ 4s which was propheſied 


for E144? did they not ſtand vpon the propheſfie of CI/ai- 
| chie ? yea no queſtion , for they had no other to truſt vnto: 
but Chriſt made aunſiver to his, Difciples, that Fas which 


| of Malachie was come already : for they knew no other but 1 4 Fi 
| of Malachrie : and the Apoſtles asked him,in their meaning | 
| to giueaunſwer vnto the Scribes : 3f Chriſt ſay, F ka is come Math.17,10 | 


! andexpeRed 1s come already , that the Scripture. might be 

! found true ? No truth can ſay thathe meant any other : then you have as | 

| if £645 which was prophefied be come already , how canſt 22 wi 1-4 
. thou be he which was propheſied 2 The Apoſtles ſayd, che f9xElias, a: 

Scribes looke for £:as. Chniſt ſayd, Fhasis come already, is rar - indo: , 

+ | : " T5381" Tacl mAtnougnt 
not this as much as if he had ſayd, let them Jooke for him no c,6 calf.g 
more, for he that is come ſhall not come againe : if we were for thas 
| not ta looke for another, he that comes not in at. the doore, when hee 


| 15notthe right ſheepheard,and you are as worthy to be wel- layd,El, Eb, 
O1 lamaſabach- 


4 VO 


' come, ashe which comes before hebe bidden : but if you (64,401. 


# 


* had done wiſely, you would haue come before Chriſt, ere p14l.78,2 9. 
 hehafdbroched theſe things to the people , then if you had lohan, 10. 
made this tale, and framed your matters cunningly,perhaps 
ſome|credulous perſon would haue ſaid, This may be Ehas. 

If Chriſt had not come when Chriſt came, then S. Patrihe antifh de. 


*  hadheene Chriſt. Can you not be content to thinke as the uotica. 


Apoſtles did *ſure it is, they knew not that any £ has ſhauld 
niſe in thoſe dayes, but accounted the prophelie of /alachy 
fulfilled, when they heard Chriſt ge ſentence thereof, and 114.1, Y« 
they all in one ſpirit vnderſtoode him of 7obn, Furthermore, "a 
all the Prophets prophefied tO tohn, but after Tohn,we reade 
of ng Prophets , but the miniſters of the Lord. So thatif 
you will interpret a Prophet as they were in the old law by 

this ſentence, you cannot be a Prophet bur if you fay that 

. place of eHzthew isnot foto be vaderſtoode, then you. 

Wha _- muſt 
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lohn,s3. 


{8 ! f 4 
"of Luke,t. 


1 Luxe,s. 

| 

AQs,9. 

; 

F Iohn, 12. 
John, t. 


Godand whether the {| piitpropheſied a Prophet, whether 


Elas w 


be Ehar atall, you are E 1 one tune as well as.at another, 


. andnothing wasproph 
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wiſh W 
muſt needs conſtrue it thus : that all the Prophets prophe-! 
ſiedto lohn, thatis, that/all,] which any of the Pro as fiyid 
to £has, they prophelicd 1n mcaning' to /ohn; and ſo Ha-! 
lachies prophehie is fulfilledin lobn.Thus 1athew conſtrues 


himſclte in the next verſe, ſaying, this 79» to whom the} 
Prophets prophelied 13 the E425 which was for to come. | 
You graunt that /9-n had the ſpirit, the power and office of} 
E kgs, and that he did fulfill/his duty. : ſtand there, for in this 
point Lukes words doeagree with the words of C2alacky : | 
now demaund I of you}, whether names be any thing with | 


po . * 


Ll 
' 
C. 


hepropheſied the name, or|the office & the power 2 Chriſt | 
hath ſayd, they which dbe the works pf e4braham, arc the | 
children of Abraham, and none but they . So when I/2/a- | 
chy propheſicd, that Els ſhould come , he meant not that | 
bich was taken yp ina fiery chariot ſhould deſeend | 
againe, but that one be. 5þ come 1n the ſpirit and power|of 
E has, as Lake interpreteth the Prophet ſaying, he ſhall goe | 
beforc him in the ſpirit and power of £/;as. The prophdſie 
is fulfilled, when the thit g propheſicd 1s come to paſle, and 
thatis done which was ſpoken , he is jnot the Prophet that | 
beares the name of a Prgphet,but he that hath the Birit ah : 
2ower,and doth the office of a Prophet . But if your name | 
þ- Ehas,why were you not called ſo from your birth? if you | 


< 


E kzabeth could not chople hut call her ſonne John. CMaxy 
was warned before ſhe was delivered to call her fruite /e/34 : | 
your Angell ſpeakes to |none but your ſelfe : makes God 
Prophets in ſuch ſecret? Tihe holy Ghoſt lighteth vpon | 
Chriſt, in the likenes ofa Toue , that 7» might ſee and | 
beare witnes : Pax was ſtnicken downe to the ground inthe 
fight of all his companions: a voyce camefrom heauen that 
the people heard, and Jeſus anſwered; this voyce came not | 
becauſc of me, but for yur fakes: butof this Angell I may 


_ | 


s 
= 
po 


ſay, he which intendeth will, hateth ;ghe,but Toba fſaid,1 am 
not'£/457 he ſaid well, fqr. E/as was taken vp into heauen, | 
ied|to comeagaine, but one in the 
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The bot Sheepess fornd. 
ſpiritand power of E/as, (as I have proued before) and this 
was Tobn, but he would not call himſelfe Fs, norlay hee 
cameih the (pirit & power of £{zas, though God had given 
him hoth his ſpirit and power . This was Johzs modeſty to 
humble himſelfe, as Chnſt aduancedhim : ſo he fayd, Iam 
not a Prophet, and yet he was a Prophet, and more thena 
Proper, Thou child(ſaith his father)(halt be called thepro- ,,,. 
phet of the highelt. So little 7ohz reſpetted the name ob © 4 ; 
45,or of a prophet. But are the prophets of the oldteſtament, 

or the prophets of the new teſtament to be fulfilled in our 

daies? Eh ought the prophets had determined about Chriſt, 
and that Chriſt had propheſied of vs,thus S.Paz/ taught the x4chr.re. 
Hebrues before © las came: hold falt ©/as,for if this be true; 

; thy kingdome is but thort. But I come neerer vnto you,doe 

\- you belecue as S./ohz, a a prophet, or as an Apoſtle? then 

'ou cant ſhew me your faith' by your workes: thoſe tokens _ 

faith Chriſt ſhall follow them that beleeue : they ſhall caſt 1,v 16, 
out deuils in my name, they ſhall ſpeake with tongues, they 
ſhall'driue away ſerpents : if they drinkepoyfon, it ſhall not 
hurtthem, and they ſhall heale the ficke, by laying.on their 

hands. If you cannot doe all theſe, nor none of theſe, then I 
may belecue as well as £har, ſhall he that is full ofthe holy Luke,r, re. 


(9 


Ghoſt be vnable toyeeld onetoken of faith 2 Hold faſt F- 

as, but whether you he true prophet or a falſe,yet you ſhall 

haue power to caſt out deuils , for the falſe prophets ſhall - 

come vnto meſſaich Chriſt) & ſhall fay we haue caltoutde- ,,._ .. 

uils in thy name. But if thou be but a pettifqoger, and haue VP 

no cunning, but ſet a face of things, then take heed how you 

adiure theſe ſpirits, leaftthey turne vpon you againe & ſay, 

Tefus Fknow,& as T know, but who art thou? Truly F has 

make a count of this, that wholoeuer thou ſerueſt, the ſame 

ſhal pay to thee thy wages. Yet alitlenearer to you: you aske 

your brother,as Ireadinapeece of aletter vnderyour name, 

if ] be a falſe prophet,what falſe doArine have / taught 2 in- 1kn, 16, 

deed if yout were the prophet of God,the holy choll ſhould _ 

ſpeake within you , andthe ſpirit of truth ſhould Teade you 

into all tructh asit is written, And if you had the {pyrite of Lutz, 
T F2 —_—_— 
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' 46 if F Tohn, as Tobn had of Elias] th you hauls be full of the ho- ; 


— x... Ghoſtfromyour mothers wombe. The Prophet of God 


\ $i; i cannot ſpeake ut that God puts in his mouth, but you clJ'C, 
q!! and chat againſt God,anfagainlt his word, and yet you a he 
h. ! what fille dofrine hauj Mowers firſt you call your fe 
1480- Elias, towhich now I folkd no Zink but let you the enſam- 
Us: W pleof Chriſt which youll guld follow : If I beare witnes of 
; j Tohn,s, my ſelfe, my witnes 1s not true. You preſume further, that 
" | 2. Chiilt delcended into he both in ſoule and body: which 
4 1 8 is ſo abſurd, that-neuer ytherproteſſane or heretike augu- 


ched: the creede ſayeth plaifly, his body was buried, and if 
jn this article we doe not be! Neve: traly how (ay you that we 
 areinthe BA elizion,which arc not yet come to the knows- 
ledge ot our haton 2 youlauguch Fin, that ec Patriatks 
DE reC hrift Temained kl, where was no \darknes but 
light. Iſtand notto rcfe] abſurdities, Moe. looke for your 
proofe, then you to exp Ct 1 my confuration, lo;ne have fad, 
m Abrahams boſome , ſpmein hmbo patrum, ſome in hea- 
uen, and {ome 1n hell; ll; by t ſhew me Scripture,or one Doc- 
tor, or true Profcffor Ch Ihce the world began , which ener 
ſayd as Ehas fayeth. , Did the An gell tell you this? acke him 
when you talke with him; agane, where this delicate hell is, 
and to what purpole It ſerveth, ſince Chuaſt fetched hisPa- 
eriarks forth of it : you ſay that Chnilt new all things faumg 
the day of the reſurrectign , which will not Rand with bus 
humanity, for ſo he nb t all things, nor with his deity, 
for ſo he knew the day of MEeotin all chings elſe. \In 
this poynt you ouer-ſhobtey our ſelfe for want of learning 
to diſtinguiſh of the t wo! [perſons] in Chriſt, whereby I per- 
ceaue there is not Ing in You, but that which is of practiſe, 
and you know no! more hen ) '0u haue learned at Schoole: : 
you peruert the words © Ales 17, Hefaith F/zas ſhall firſt 
comeand reſtore all things : youſay,&asſhall come and de- 
{troy all things, andſo} KBr foundation you ground 
a buſicar oument tono ; | vrpole,. Shal this be your procec- 
dingsto falſihe the ok prooue aJye.? what doArine is 
'vY Is this "hat (hall deſtroy all hap! AniKhalt is called the ſho 
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” of perdition , becauſe he deſtroyeth other, and ſhallbede- 
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ſtroyed himſelfe. My power ſaith Pax 1s to edification,not G.1. 1,10. 

to deſtruRion : conſtrue thy words wiſely , for if the ſheepe 

heare his voyce, they will thinke that the woolfe comes ra- 

ther then their true ſheepheard,, Did /ohzthy office,and did | 

he nos deſtroy ? had /hzthy power , and could henot de- ,,, 

ſtray 2 In this word be all thy doAtine mamiteſt : 1t Mathew 1 WL; 

ſaid Deſtroy, then E4i4s doEtrine thall ſtand for truth, butif 

CWatheiv Tay (Refſtore)then Fhus ſhall be content to'goe for 

afalſe Prophet ecauſe thou haſt changed the truth into a 

lye. You prophelic that your Father ſhall be calt over ito 

1znorance, and all that he hath ſhall perriſh . Now £ has ex= 

pounds how he meancth'to deſtroy , and firſt he beginneth 
with his Father : O' miſerable child for whom his Father's 
accurſed! was [oh Baprifts Father ca[t ouerinto 1gnorance? 
was City accurſed? did their cattell perrtth ? No,thou thalt 
hauec ioy and gladnes, ſaith Gabriel! to Zacharias : Elizabeth FN 
was filled with the holy Ghoſt, ſaith Zzke. Bleſſed art thou \ 18-T08 
among women faiththe Angell. Isit true Fas? this will | 
oc hard on thy ſide. You would beare men in hand, that 
neuer plague, nor death , nor earthquake, nor warres ſhall 
touch your countiy,fo long as you continue amongſt thern, 
this is more then ener was granted Chniſt : what {hall wee 
thinke: they promiſe liberty, ſaith Peter,and they themielnes ;,.,. .... 
are bond ſeruants. Ah Lord God,(ſaith 7eremy)behold the *b. 
Prophets ſay vnto them, ye ſhall not ſee the ſword, neither 
ſhall famine come vpon you, but I will gine you aſſured 
peace in this place. Then the Lord faid vnto him, they pro- 
pheſie lies 'in my name, I have notſent they, Iſpake not to 
them but they propheſic vnto you a falſe viſton, a diumati- " 
on,a vanity,a deceittulnes oftheur owne hart,and they them- _—- | 

felues (hall periſh by the plagues from which they exempt ». || 
their country without my commaundement. You avouch h 
that rebg10n is molt Gincerely profeſſed andthroughlypur- | _ |; 

$ed from ceremoniesin England : now I would that E/zas | 

. were not a falſe Prophet. Bur heere I defcry, that Eharthe | 

Prophet knoweth not what is done beyond ſeas, No F has, | 

| F 2 Genena * 
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Gereaa is notto learne of England, I would all the wiſedome 
of£ has could mooue Hng/nd to learne of her liſter Geye- 
#4, then ſhould wec hauc ey, Religion and lefle cete- 
monies, tk ial ly | 
You pretende that Cz/a was a gpod man, and yetin 
your article of Chriſtes c{cent, you.thake hima playne te- 
probate, for hee neuer belceued as £/xzs doth : you tearme 
your three appantions viſions, and yet you doo ſay they 
were true, wherein you will beguilde your felfe, becauſe 
you goe turther then your knowledge: you know not what 
avition meancth,, but readeand you/ſhall finde that viſions 
are falſe . Though Eras make a mingle mangle of erueths 
and ſcemings together, asthough you could dreame and 
be awake : eyther all muſt beea viſion, or no parta viſion, 
xt, all tructh, or no trueth : you ſay yorr ſoule was taken from 
your body, indeede SaintPar duilt not ſay ſo, Jealt any 
7 3 man ſhould thinke of him |aboue that which hee did fee 
' | } ERR : to be, and that hee heard ofhim{ bue E/as had neede 
'F | [7 Fpcake for himſelfe, for no man will {peake for him . But 
#L _  ©*Chriſt faith, the word which I ſpeake js not; mine] but the 
$ 1 188 _ [fathers which ſent mce. Narke the ſtrong :caſons of obr 
newe Prophet, he proucy nt as we doe by /criptmme#?, but 
.doth ſpeakeas one that hath ſome authority . /p/e arxit, for 
how would you haue himprooue elſe that he walked vpgh 
the clouds, and that the rooft opened to let forth a ſoule, [1 
feare his tre 15 not yet came to prooue this by /criptzm oF. 
But what ſayth Pas/ ? Cyifthel: hinges of my ſclfe, fayth 


c - 


notthelawe theſame alfo!? This cearewill not holde F = 


' iq | 7%: 18 
you did not looke wellatthg knitting] howe theſe thinges 
would agree. | | gl: | 


= i | 
Paul refraineth to elorybl himſelfe, becauſe men ſhould 
notaccount him aboue that which they ſaw in him,E has b- 
Neth him(e!fe of ſecret viſions , becauſe he would that me 
Mar.r6, 2, ſhould accountof him aboue that which they ſee in him 
*_. be. Chriſt would notbe knowne before his time, Ehkas will 
be a Prophet before he cah/prophehie : Be yee followers ” 
$ 
r 
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2,Cor.12 6. 
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2,C0.10,13 me (aith Parl,and looke oh them that walke ſo as ye haue 
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F; | | T he lo#t Sheepe z5\ found. Fr 
*foran example: : therfore faſhion thy ſelfe to Pax! & we will CY 
! looke on thee,for he that commandeth bimſelfe,is not alow- 
! edbuthe whdm the Lord commandeth : Is this man likely Fe. 
to haue revelations, which cannot reucale any more vnto 
| vs then we now . God did beare witnes ynto the dottrine EY 
of his Apoſtles, with ſ1gnes and wonders , diners miracles Heb,2,4, 
\ and oifts of the holy Ghoſt. Is & has atfo among, the Apo- 
| (les? well, he is the leaſt of the Apoltles, we w ll not looke 

for londers, we will craue but truth. «þ 

The Prophet which ſpeaketh a word which I haue not Dew. 18, 20) 
ſpoken, ſhall dye :-andif thou thinke 1n thy heart, how ſhall | 
we know the word which the Lord hath not oken? ? mark | 
if the thing be not, nor cometo paſle, then the Lord hath 
not fpoken,but preſumption. 

Is it come to paſle that theword' of fathew (Reſtore is 
turned to Deſtroy) Is: come to paſle that £ng/andis before 
Genexam fincere profelli on 2? weſce alas it is notſo:: there- 
fore wee know the Lord hath not ſpoken to this man, but 
hee ſpeaketh of himſelfe, therefore thon ſhalt not be afrayd 
ofhimſayth GO D: You were ſicke as nature inclined, 
and you Gy the Angell propheſ! ed you ſhould bea Lea- 
per: you were bound prentize as other be, and you ſay 
che Angell propheſied you! ſhould bea bondman: your 
 countrey hath done well , as many moe, and'you fay the 

Angell propheſiedit ſhould fare well for your fake . This 
15to \propheſic of the weather, when the time is paſt . Who 
cannot haue inowe ſuch Angells if men; would beleene 
him? yet|Hamo wrought with more credite then this, hee 
taught birdes to fing , Hamvisa'G OD, and when they 
had learned theyr lefſon, hee let them flye in the ayre, and 
whereſoeuer they came they cryed, Hannois a God. This 
had ſome/myraclemit, but E /zs will face vs out with a card 
of tenne. 

This is buta young deuill : you affirme that at the de- 
fire of the proude \ Eliar is beheaded : this is prophetical! 
indeede \, it paſſeth my ynderſtanding\. The ſpyrite of 
tructh mn plainely to edifie in tructh, and emecth vn- 
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1 Phrires, derſtandingro the {imple} but the! ſpiric of ſathan leauethf 
FF 135, mens minds to conſtr e Nis ſayings as they hiſt, that ynder 
Ws #* ambiguous words he might ſowe erronious opinions, |and 
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COtenuyon among men. Theſe are the wels without water,or 


thole which be {o deepe that men cat draw no water out of 
Per.z, them. This ſentence cannpt be verified, ynleſſe you make | 
John Elasrand lo we recpiue your /ubmittinns: fee how fa- | 
than {hall be taken in his oWne {nares.. You demaund cpn- | 
hdentlyit I bea falſe Prapher, what|euill euer haue I dohe 2 | 
or where isthe perſon thatfan accuſe me of ſinne? Chriſt | 
might very well fay ſo , which had pawer and raigned ouer 
hinne, but £4at isa man\{ubiect to infirmities, as we are) ſo 
faith /ames : But was thete any Prophet or Apoſtle whom 
man could not accuſe offfijne > O Salomen, thou walt got 
the wiſe(t man, ifa cluld be wiſer then thou. O Damd, thu 
walt not a man after Gods owne wh it thy hart were notas 
pure, andthy life as holy/asa ſimple Prentizes. Ifno man | | 
rebuke thee of linne, thou haſt no faithfull friend, if no maar 
could accuſe thee before, now I accuſe thee of finne, thou 
haſt made thy ſelfe wiſer theh.theaviſelt, and thou haſt ſaid, 
I am purer then he whichiis a man after Gods owne heatt. 
Woe be vnto that holines|which Jeadeth in hipocriſie vnto 
Yb damnation . Indeede 1 heart well of your conuerſation tq+ | | 
- 41 05 wardsall men, and Iam ha tily ſorry that ſuch a good life 
ſhould unport credite.,vnto afalſc do&ine : lament that | 
thewiſedome of the fleſh \ſhbuld be readier to good works 
thenthe wiſedome of the ſpirit . It may, pitty a godly heart, 
that a body ſo well mortificd from ſinne, ſhould not have 
ſpuit fitted vnto jt. But what| doo. you! thinke of thole fal 
Prophets ? ſhall they not makea ſhewe of godlines ? ſal 
they not ſet forth. a kind of gopd works, (as the Papiſts dog 
. tomerite heauen) yea no doubt, elſe Chriſt would neuer 
Math.27,24 have faid, They.ſhall be able (if it were) poſhble) to ſeduce 
2 Ce.11,14 the elect. Sathan himlſelfe ig transformed into-an Angell ol 
At,15.. light, therefore it isno great thing if that his. miniſters be 
Wit transformedinto the miniſtgrsþf rightequſnes. The Dam-| 
1 kt | ſellcried after Panl & Barnabal, Theſe men are the FFT 
mM. I. | ot 


| ft. which vreſime ChE 
Scyibes and deny Chntt, which preſume Chrilt=e 3" 
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| ſpc& the.pro heſie., which corhe before you beebiddeng. 
Which comemat the wrong dore,which cometo proph lie” 
when the P-phets are gone, which thinke not as the Apos | 
Mes di -hich vnder{tand not Chnilt as his Diſcples,whuckt | 


__walEthe{pirit propheſ12 names, which were not called Ek" 


2 | « from your birth, whoſe Angell ſpeakes to none but your: 
i Rt 1 felfe,which claim your calling from the prophehie of the old- 
ver teltament, fulfilled before Chriſt jvhich haue not the tokens' 


which follow|them that beleeue|, which cometo deſtroy, 
m | whoſefatherisaccurſed, which priuiledge your country a-, 
| . | boueallthe promiſes that were graunted to Chriſt,,, which 
pu, | teach falle doQtrine, which peruert the text of the Scripture, 
.. 3 whichprophehe of things when they are palt, which ſpeake! 

darkly to divers {ences, which.calt your ſelf in your own ſays; 


af oats es YO r OWN 1a 
iz | Ing$s,which proclaime,who can accuſe me of [1n? which glo- 

hs ry of your ſelycs aboue that which all men f{cein you, which 

'F will be wiſer then the wileſt,& more righteopsthe he which: 
. "15a choſen manatter Gods'own hart, which riſen theſe fu-, 
I fpjtious daresgwhich make a ſhew of holines, which confeſle; 
5 truths to infex-lies,which cannot joyne yourſelues to the dif- 


|| giples. What are youa true prophet c C3 iCelvaſe ot tho 
| .marksofa true prophet how ſhal wetry the ſpirits of athan?: 
.  *  @urreligion. faketh theſe forthe; markes of a falſe Prophet, 
Elas (ah, welbelceue the truth:therfore he which takes has 
! with all theſ&marksforatrue 


Prophet, by Elkas-owneten-: 
Werfare Keepe the profel: 7 
ering, for hee 1s faith{ullch ;& 
d, from your mmde.nox2” 
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rurne 1072 etheſame w \ ce Came, vut as hee was one. & 

man of Bethel ouertook# him,and ſayd :1am a Prophet 1% 

{as thou art,& an Angall ſpake vnte me,brmy him againe 
to thy houſe, and let himſeafe and dripke with ti=«,.but Hee 
hed vnto him, yet he wenit with him & did eate, bla, qh 
fate atthe table, the Lordiſpake to'tie| man of Bethell, 
caule thou haſt not done as the Lord commanded thee, hut 
turned againe and eaten, fhqu ſhalt ngt come home to hes 
buried with thy fathers. / * as hee was Tone, a Lyon metts 
him by the way and ſſne him}. God fpake once to Balan, 
but Balan belought Gop tb ſpeake ynto him againe, mi 

fo the fooliſh prophet wap rgbuked off his aſle becauſe hee 
tempted/God oo alter hig commaungement. Howe lohg 

lookeye after deceittull ſjgnes ? how long halt we between 
two opintons?ifthe Apoſtles ſpeake the truth, belecue the, 
if Els ſpeake the truth, Heate him : a 


prentiſein Mansfield 
calleth himſelfe E/as : but Thomas will not beeue,how (hal 


Thomas be madeto belicue 2| Put to thy hand Thomas ayd 
feele my wound. So ſhewe mice thy teſ imony #1, let mte 


feele your hart, let ince ſeq yqur worke 
taith, your wiſedome; your khowledge, and what youcgn 
foretell to come ; if you whll hot cometo this reckoning,the 
{ſay no morebue warne all fnen to heware , if I had not 


fS, let mee heare your- | 


o 
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knowne the truth, I would hue thought this man had ſpgs 
| ge 


ken truth. 1 L- 
'/ Godis my witnes: Thaud ſuffered|the ſpirit to ſpealis 
vnto thee, becauſe 1 feekef conuerſjon : but if thou wile. 
Dot returne, white mercy 1$ ready, I britig thee forrowfyl ty% 
dings, when fathan ſhall ngt Help thee :therack muſ} PtoL 
| this docnae, wilt thou heape God, and the dewill; & ms 
upon thee all at once 2 O-wretched __—_ and miſezah}; 
Prophet, who is able to ſuſfaiye? My fonne (faith $Se/omony 
If thy hart be wife, my hart{hall reioycezand I will-be elad 
auer thee : fo I which haug(gqne thus far, to bring thee v 
to Chnſt;if thy portion beamongſt therighteous,and tho 
kWaft an houre yet wherein | »n ſhalt beicalled; if thou can 
\ $qewith nige; and it may ale the dipine'prouidenc> Þ 
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jeeat my voyce: I will ſing prayſes, I will giue thas 
xitfay vnto my ſoule in all her troubles, Reioyce mx 
member fince thou prayedlt for Ehas, and'the Lord hear. 
necout of his holy Sanuarie, and thy conuerſfiomthalnet . 
ze hidde from 1fraell : pitty thy (elfe before thedayofpay=" 
ment, 8 alwayes remember the ſentence of Gamate}, which 
neuer Iichted falſe, If thou be not of God , "thou ſhalt come 
tonaught, and thy endſhall be worſe then thy beginning,” - 


- 


4 » Tohn, 12. 48. 


T he word that I hawe ſpaken, the ſame ſpall 


indge youu in the lat aay SEY.. 


